






















WEST VIRGINIA  

PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION 

Catie Wilkes Delligatti, Berkeley County, President 

D. Luke Furbee, Tyler County, Vice-President 

Michael Parker, Randolph County, Secretary 

Rachel Romano, Harrison County, Treasurer 
 

November 10, 2021 

Keith M. Brown 

Senior Research Analyst 

West Virginia Legislature, Performance Evaluation and Research Division 

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East 

Building 1, Room W-314 

Charleston, WV 25305-0610 

 

Re: Disposition of Unidentified and Unclaimed Remains 

 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

I have reviewed your letter of November 5, 2021 regarding the OCME’s management of 

unidentified and unclaimed remains, and discussed it with the other officers of the West Virginia 

Prosecuting Attorneys’ Association.  

We do not oppose a recommendation to create legislation to enable DHHR to arrange for 

disposition of unidentified and unclaimed remains, with the following provisions: 

1. Any remains where the cause of death is determined to be homicide will be retained unless 

disposition is approved by the prosecuting attorney of the county in which the remains 

were located; 

2. Any remains where there is an associated criminal case will be retained unless disposition 

is approved by the prosecuting attorney of the county where the criminal case originated; 

and 

3. DNA samples from the remains are retained and cataloged. 

Please contact me with any questions. Thank you very much for reaching out and 

requesting our opinion regarding this recommendation. 

       Very truly yours, 

  

       Catie Wilkes Delligatti 

       President, WVPAA 


