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MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator Jeffrey V. Késsler, President of the Senate
Delegate Richard Thompson, Speaker of the House of Delegates
FROM: Steve Canterbury ol C_
Administrative Director of the Courts of West Virginia
DATE: March 28, 2013
RE: Annual Juror Qualification Questionnaire Report
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In accordance with §52-1-16 of the West Virginia State Code, circuit clerks are
required to compile information from juror qualification questionnaires and provide the
Administrative Office of the Courts with an Annual Report. West Virginia Code specifies
that the clerk shall make an annual report no later than the first day of March of each year to
the Administrative Office of the Courts with the following information: whether the clerk
employed a jury box or jury wheel for the year reported, and the age, race and gender of each
person for whom a juror qualification form has been received. The Administrative Office of
the Courts provides this information to the president of the Senate and the speaker of the
House of Delegates on an annual basis, no later than the first day of April of each year.

Therefore, enclosed, for your review, is the 2012 Annual Juror Qualification
Questionnaire Report.

Please contact me should you have any questions concerning this report.

Enclosure

cc: Chief Justice Brent D. Benjamin



Juror Qualification Report

West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals
Administrative Office
Building 1, Room E-100, State Capitol
1900 Kanawha Blvd. East
Charleston, WV 25305-0830

April 1,2013




Background

In accordance with §52-1-16 of the West Virginia State Code, circuit clerks provide an
annual report of juror qualification questionnaires to the Administrative Office of the Courts.
West Virginia Code specifies that “the clerk shall make an annual report no later than the first
day of March of each year... with the following information: whether the clerk employed a jury
box or jury wheel for the year reported, and the age, race and gender of each person for whom a
juror qualification questionnaire has been received.” Staff at the Administrative Office compile
summaries of the questionnaires provided by the circuit clerks and generate an annual teport.
Pursuant to the code, the Administrative Office “provide[s] this mformation to the president of
the Senate and the speaker of the House of Delegates on an annual basis, no later than the first

day of April of each year.”

This report summarizes annual reports received for activity in 2012. The following
sections describe the level of reporting; the number of jurors; the gender, race and age of the

jurors; and the method used to select jurors.

Highlights

e 52 counties submitted an annual report on juror qualification to the Administrative Office.

e A total of 70,118 juror qualification questionnaires were completed. Marshall County
(10,657) and Ohio County (10,525) reported the largest number of questionnaires.

e Of those reporting gender, males completed 45.3 percent of the questionnaires and females
completed 48.1 percent.

e Whites completed 70.8 percent of the questionnaires, Blacks completed 1.6 percent, and
other races completed 0.7 percent. Race was not reported or indicated on a large amount
(27%) of questionnaires. This prevents conclusive statements to be made about the racial
breakdown of nearly a third of the jurors.

e There were more jurors (8,998) in the “Over 70” age category than any other age category.
Most of the age categories spanned only five ages and, subsequently, had fewer jurors
reported.

e 423 percent of the counties used the jury wheel to select jurors, 32.7 percent used the jury

box, and 25.0 percent used a computer selection method.
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Results

Counties Reporting
Fifty two of West Virginia’s counties submitted juror qualification reports for activity between
January 1 and December 31, 2012. Reports were unavailable from Tyler County, Barbour County and

Randolph County. Statewide calculations are a total of submissions for the 52 reporting counties.

Total Jurors Qualified

A total of 70,118 individuals (3.78 percent of the state population) completed a juror qualification
questionnaire in 2012. This represents a decrease of 8.41 percent from 2011. The number of individuals
completing the questionnaire ranged from a low of 89 in Pendleton County to a high of 10,657 in

Marshall County. On average, 1,348.4 individuals completed questionnaires per county.

Table 1: Number of Questionnaires by County

County Total County Total County Total
Berkeley 1,561 Kanawha 4,047 Pocahontas 420
Boone 730 Lewis 312 Preston 608
Braxton 635 Lincoln 188 Putnam 1,800
Brooke 535 Logan 729 Raleigh 485
Cabell 1,298 Marion 1,454 Ritchie 210
Calhoun 552 Marshall 10,657 Roane 2,500
Clay 146 Mason 293 Summers 399
Doddridge 159 McDowell 2,250 Taylor 151
Fayette 846 Mercer 5,450 Tucker _ 1989
Gilmer 537 Mineral 201 Upshur 309
Grant 681 Mingo 364 Wayne 697
Greenbrier 189 Monongalia | 1,414 Webster 225
Hampshire 1,382 Monroe 371 Weitzel 389
Hancock 1,261 Morgan 1,084 Wirt 193
Hardy 218 Nicholas 593 Wood 1,834
Harrison 2,569 Ohio 10,525 Wyoming 327
Jackson 717 Pendleton 89 West Virginia | 70,118
Jefferson 5174 Pleasants 161




Gender

Of the 70,118 jurors who completed a juror qualification questionnaire in 2012, 31,729 were
males (45.3%) and 33,721 were females (48.1%). The gender was not reported on 4,668 questionnaires
(6.7%). When the missing information was excluded, 48.5 percent were males and 51.5 percent were

females.

Graph 1: Percent of Jurors by Gender
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Table 2: Number and Percent of Questionnaires by Gender and County
MALE FEMALE NOT REPORTED
County TOTAL % TOTAL % TOTAL % TOTAL

Berkeley 772 49.5% 789 50.5% 0 0.0% 1,561
Boone 345 47.3% 385 52.7% 0 0.0% 730
Braxton 316 49.8% 319 50.2% 0 0.0% 635
Brooke 236 44.1% 237 44 3% 62 11.6% 535
Cabell 483 37.2% 526 40.5% 289 22.3% 1,298
Calhoun 274 49.6% 278 50.4% 0 0.0% 552
Clay 73 50.0% 73 50.0% 0 0.0% 146
Doddridge 80 50.3% 79 49.7% 0 0.0% 159
Fayefte 409 48.3% 437 51.7% 0 0.0% 846
Gilmer 267 49.7% 269 50.1% 1 0.2% 537
Grant 334 49.0% 347 51.0% 0 0.0% 681
Greenbrier 20 47 .6% 98 51.9% 1 0.5% 189




MALE FEMALE NOT REPORTED
County TOTAL % TOTAL % TOTAL % TOTAL
Hampshire 606 43.8% 652 47.2% 124 9.0% 1,382
Hancock 580 46.0% 674 53.4% 7 0.6% 1,261
Hardy 102 46.8% 116 53.2% 0 0.0% 218
Harrison 1,260 49.0% 1,309 51.0% 0 0.0% 2,569
Jackson 338 471% 368 51.3% 11 1.5% 717
Jefferson 2,605 50.3% 2,569 49.7% 0 0.0% 5174
Kanawha 1,875 46.3% 2,167 53.5% 5 0.1% 4,047
Lewis 154 49.4% 158 50.6% 0 0.0% 312
Lincoln 85 452% 103 54.8% 0 0.0% 188
Logan 357 49.0% 372 51.0% 0 0.0% 729
Marion 701 48.2% 753 51.8% 0 0.0% 1,454
Marshall 4,279 40.2% 4619 43.3% 1,759 16.5% 10,657
Mason 140 47.8% 153 52.2% 0 0.0% 293
McDowell 1,117 49.6% 1,133 50.4% 0 0.0% 2,250
Mercer 2,573 47.2% 2,869 52.6% 8 0.1% 5,450
Mineral 95 47.3% 97 48.3% 9 4.5% 201
Mingo 171 47.0% 161 44.2% 32 8.8% 364
Monongalia 676 47.8% 738 52.2% 0 0.0% 1,414
Monroe 192 51.8% 179 48.2% 0 0.0% 371
Morgan 538 49.6% 546 50.4% 0 0.0% 1,084
Nicholas 289 48.7% 304 51.3% 0 0.0% 593
Ohio 4,207 40.0% 4,561 43.3% 1,757 16.7% 10,525
Pendleton 45 50.6% 44 49.4% 0 0.0% 89
Pleasants 77 47.8% 84 52.2% 0 0.0% 161
Pocahontas 199 47 4% 206 49.0% 15 3.6% 420
Preston 307 50.5% 301 49.5% 0 0.0% 608
Putnam 835 46.4% 890 49.4% 75 4.2% 1,800
Raleigh 209 43.1% 218 44.9% 58 12.0% 485
Ritchie 85 40.5% 125 59.5% 0 0.0% 210
Roane 1,030 41.2% 1,056 42.2% 414 16.6% 2,500
Summers 196 49.1% 203 50.9% 0 0.0% 399
Taylor 91 60.3% 60 39.7% 0 0.0% 151
Tucker 105 52.8% 94 47.2% 0 0.0% 199
Upshur 152 49.2% 157 50.8% 0 0.0% 309
Wayne 359 51.5% 338 48.5% 0 0.0% 697
Webster 111 49.3% 114 50.7% 0 0.0% 225
Wetzel 202 51.9% 187 | 48.1% 0 0.0% 389
Wirt 98 50.8% 94 48.7% 1 0.5% 193
Wood 842 45.9% 968 52.8% 24 1.3% 1,834
Wyoming 167 51.1% 144 44.0% 16 4.9% 327
West Virginia | 31,729 45.3% 33,721 | 48.1% 4,668 6.7% 70,118




Race/Ethnicity

Of the 70,118 jurors who completed a juror qualification questionnaire, 49,631 (70.8%) reported
their race as White. There were 1,088 Black jurors (1.6%), 227 Asian jurors (0.3%), 54 Native American
jurors (0.1%) and 179 Hispanic' jurors (0.3%). Race was marked as “other/unknown” for 2,401 jurors
(3.4%) and was not reported for 16,538 (23.6%). According to the United States Census Bureau’s’
website, in 2010, 93.9 percent of the West Virginia population were White, 3.4 percent were Black, 1.2
percent were Hispanic (of any race), 0.7 percent were Asian, 0.2 percent were American Indian or Alaska
Native, and 1.8 were some other race. The population demographics for 2011 are not available on the

website.

Graph 2: Percent of Jurors and Population by Race/Ethnicity *
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*Please note when summing the distribution of race calculated from the census it will not fotal 100 percent. Race and ethnicity
are reportfed separately in census reporting. Thus in census comparison data, in addition to race, all respondenis are categorized
by membership in one of two ethnicities, which are "Hispanic or Latine” and "Not Hispanic or Latino”. However, in WV Juror
Questionnaires, Hispanic is included as a selection within the race category. So, while on census reporting an individual may
choose a race such as Black or White and Hispanic as their ethwicity, on juror reporting they would only choose the one of these
with which they most identify (i.e. Black or Hispanic).

! Ten counties converted to a new jury system (Jury+ Next Generation) for part of 2012 that does not collect data on ethnicity.
2 United States Census Bureau (n.d.) 2010 Census Interactive Population Search: West Virginia. Retrieved from:
http://www.census.gov/2010census/popmap/ipmtext.php?fl=54
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Table 3: Number and Percent of Questionnaires by Race/Ethnicity and County

5 | [ AMERICAN | ;
WHTE | BLACK | ASIAN | INDIAN |OTHERIUNKNOWN| HISPANIC |NOT REPORTED

_County| Total % Total| % |Totall % |[Total| % Total | % | Total| % | Total % Total
Berkeley 1,429 915% | 81 |52%]| 14 | 0.9% 5 0.3% 9 0.6% 23 [1.5% 0 0.0% 1,561
Boone 730 [100.0%| O |0.0%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 730
Braxton 569 | 89.6% 3 |05%]| 0 | 0.0% 0 0.0% 63 9.9% 0 |0.0% 0 0.0% 635|
Brooke 466 | 87.1% 4 |0.7%| 2 | 0.4% 2 0.4% 2 0.4% 1 0.2% 58 10.8% 535
Cabell 953 | 734% | 19 [1.5%]| 7 | 0.5% 0 0.0% 3 0.2% 1 0.1%| 315 24.3% | 1,298
Calhoun 552 |100.0%| O [(0.0%| O 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 552
Clay 143 | 97.9% 0 |0.0%| O 0.0% 0 0.0% 3 2.1% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 146
Doddridge 159 |100.0%| O |0.0%| O 0.0% (1] 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 159
Fayette 756 | 894% | 37 |44%| 2 | 02% 4 0.5% 45 5.3% 2 0.2% 0 0.0% 846
Gilmer 152 | 28.3% 0 |00%|.0 |0.0% 1 0.2% 2. 0.4% 0 0.0%| 382 71.1% 537
Grant 681 |100.0%| O |00%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 681
Greenbrier 179 | 94.7% 5 |268%)| 2 1.1% 0 0.0% 3 1.6% Q0 0.0% 0 0.0% 189
Hampshire 918 | 66.4% 8 |06%| 2 0.1% 1 0.1% 2 0.1% 2 0.1%| 449 32.5% | 1,382
Hancock 1,214 | 96.3% 17 |11.3%| S 0.4% = 0.2% 0 0.0% 3 0.2% 19 1.5% 1,261
Hardy 213 | 97.7% 2 |09%| O 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.5% 2 0.9% 218
Harrison 1,013 | 39.4% 7 [03%| 1 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 3 0.1%| 1,545 | 60.1% | 2,569
Jackson 681 | 95.0% 2 |03%| 2 | 03% 3 0.4% 28 3.9% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 717
Jefferson 2,257 | 436% | 122 |2.4%| 19 | 0.4% 3 0.1% 0 0.0% 59 (1.1%] 2,714 | 52.5% | 5174
Kanawha 3,536 | 87.4% | 184 |45%| 33 | 0.8% 12 0.3% 21 0.5% 12 |10.3%| 249 6.2% | 4,047
Lewis 310 | 99.4% 0 |00%) O | 0.0% 2 0.6% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 312
Lincoln 187 | 99.5% 0 |00%] 0 | 0.0% 1 0.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 188
Logan 709 | 97.3% 12 [1.6%)| 3 | 0.4% 1 0.1% 4 0.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 729
Marion 1,013 | 69.7% | 24 |1.7%]| 7 0.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% ] 0.3%| 405 27.9% | 1,454
Marshall 6,766 | 63.5% | 111 |1.0% | 35 | 0.3% 3 0.0% 23 0.2% 10 |[0.1%| 3,709 | 34.8% |10,657
Mason 293 |100.0%| 0 |[0.0%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 [0.0% 0 0.0% 293
McDowell 1,115 496% | 76 [3.4%| 1 0.0% 2 0.1% 1,055 46.9% 1 0.0% 0 0.0% | 2,250
Mercer 3,663 | 67.2% | 148 |2.7%| 16 | 0.3% =] 0.1% 23 0.4% .2 0.1%| 1,590 | 29.2% | 5,450
Mineral 198 | 98.5% 2 |1.0%| 0 | 0.0% ] 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.5% 0 0.0% 201
Mingo 332 1912% | 10 |2.7%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 22 6.0% 364
Monongalia 1,231 871% | 22 |16%]| 16 | 1.1% 0 0.0% 135 9.5% 10 |0.7% 0 0.0% | 1,414
Monroe 365 | 98.4% 3 |08%| 2 | 0.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.3% [1] 0.0% 371
Morgan 767 | 70.8% 2 |02%| 2 0.2% 1 0.1% 0 0.0% 3 0.3%| 309 285% | 1,084
Nicholas 587 | 99.0% 0 |00%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 6 1.0% (1] 0.0% 0 0.0% 593
Ohio 6,637 | 63.1% | 111 |1.1%| 34 | 0.3% 2 0.0% 23 0.2% 10 [0.1%| 3,708 | 35.2% |10,525
Pendleton 88 | 98.9% 1 1.1%| 0 | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 89
Pleasants 160 | 99.4% 0 |0.0%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.6% 0 0.0% 161
Pocahontas 381 | 90.7% 0 |00%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 338 9.0% 1 0.2% 0 0.0% 420
Preston 605 | 99.5% 1 102%| 1 0.2% 0 0.0% 1 0.2% 0 [0.0% 0 0.0% 608
Putnam 1,258 | 69.9% 7 |104%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 532 29.6% 3 [0.2% 0 0.0% | 1,800
Raleigh 428 | 83.2% | 41 [85%| 3 | 0.6% 0 0.0% 7 1.4% 6 1.2% 0 0.0% 485
Ritchie 210 |100.0%| O |0.0%| O 0.0% 0 0.0% (8] 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 210
Roane 1,425 | 57.0% 0 |0.0% 1 0.0% 2 0.1% 6 0.2% 4 0.2%| 1,062 | 42.5% | 2,500
Summers 383 | 96.0% 9 |23%| 0 | 0.0% 0 0.0% 6 1.5% 1 0.3% 0 0.0% 389
Taylor 119 | 78.8% 1 0.7%| 0 | 0.0% 0 0.0% 31 20.5% 0 |0.0% 0 0.0% 151
Tucker 199 [100.0%| O [(0.0%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 |0.0% 0 0.0% 199
Upshur 305 | 98.7% 2 |06%| 0 | 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.3% 1 0.3% 0 0.0% 309
Wayne 697 |100.0%| O |00%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1] 0.0% 697
Webster 102 | 45.3% 0 (00%| O | 0.0% 0 0.0% 123 54.7% 0 |0.0% 0 0.0% 225
Wetzel 380 | 97.7% 1 [0.3%| 0 | 0.0% 0 0.0% 8 21% 0 |[0.0% 0 0.0% 389
Wirt 192 | 99.5% 0 |0.0% 1 0.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 193
Wood 1,630 | 88.9% 11 |0.6%]| 15 | 0.8% 0 0.0% 170 9.3% 8 0.4% (1] 0.0% 1,834
Wyoming 295 | 90.2% 2 |0.6% 1 0.3% 1 0.3% 28 8.6% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 327
West Virginia |49,631| 70.8% |1,088)|1.6%| 227 | 0.3% | &4 0.1% 2,401 3.4% 179 |0.3%]| 16,538 | 23.6% |70,118




Age

The number of individuals in each age increment ranged from a high of 8,998 individuals
(12.8%) in the “Over 70 category to a low of 4,165 individuals (5.9%) in the “66-70” category. The
“Over 707 category spans more than five years and, consequently, has a relatively large number of jurors.
The age was missing or unknown for 5,149 mdividuals (7.4%). A table listing totals for all age categories
by county is provided in Table 5 of the Appendix.

Graph 3: Count of Jurors by Age Category
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Jury Selection Method
In 2012, 22 counties (42.3%) used the jury wheel and 17 counties (32.7%) used the jury box to

select potential jurors. A computer selection method was used in 13 counties (25.0%).

Graph 4: Juror Selection Methods
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Table 4: Jury Selection Methods by County

County Selected by County Selected by
Berkeley Computer Mercer Box
Boone Wheel Mineral Wheel
Braxton Computer Mingo Wheel
Brooke Computer Monongalia Box
Cabell Wheel Monroe Box
Calhoun Box Morgan Box
Clay Wheel Nicholas Box
Doddridge Wheel Ohio Wheel
Fayette Box Pendleton Computer
Gilmer Computer Pleasants Wheel
Grant Box Pocahontas | Computer
Greenbrier Wheel Preston Computer
Hampshire Wheel Putnam Box
Hancock Box Raleigh Wheel
Hardy Computer Ritchie Computer
Harrison Wheel Roane Wheel
Jackson Wheel Summers Computer
Jefferson Wheel Taylor Computer
Kanawha Wheel Tucker Box
Lewis Box Upshur Box
Lincoln Box Wayne Box
Logan Computer Webster Box
Marion Box Wetzel Wheel
Marshall Wheel Wirt Wheel
Mason Wheel Wood Wheel
McDowell Computer Wyoming Wheel




Appendix A:
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