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SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO LEGISLATIVE AUDIT REQUESTS ON BEHALF OF THE 
SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Dear Mr. Rhodes: 

Through this communication I respond on behalf of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia 

("Court") to the following inquiries that the Legislative Audit Committee has submitted to my attention as a part of the 

Legislative Audit currently in process: 

• January 5, 2018, Introductory Letter from Denny Rhodes to Judge Johnson (no response needed); 

• January 17, 2018, Letter from Denny Rhodes to Lori Paletta-Davis regarding Opening Conference (see below); 

• January 23, 2018, Entrance Conference Summary Document (no response needed); 

• January 3 I, 2018, Email from Justin Robinson Requesting to Meet with Mr. Arthur Angus (see confirmation letters); 

• February 12, 2018, Letter from Denny Rhodes to Lori Paletta-Davis regarding Justice Ketchum Check (see below); 

• February 14, 2018, Letter from Denny Rhodes to Lori Paletta-Davis regarding Elizabeth Parsons (see below); and, 

• February 28,2018, Letter from Denny Rhodes to Judge Johnson regarding production of annual reports (see below). 

Thank you for your patience in this process to date. If you have any questions whatsoever, please let 
me know. 

January 17,2018, Letter from Denny Rhodes to Lori Paletta-Davis. 

1. Court policv or policies concerning the use of state vehicleg by staff and Justices. 
There is no Court policy concerning the use of vehicles by staff and/or Justices. 

2. WEX billing invoices for Julv 6. 2016 and April 6. 2017 that are not available in wvOASTS. 
Please find these two (2) documents attached. 

3. State vehicle use logs or records maintained bv the Court for Fiscal Years 20 I 1 to the present. 
Documents responsive to this request (Fiscal 2013 through February 2018) were previously submitted on February 
22,2018. 
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4. Any information concerning the Court's tax reportiilfi for Justices' personal use of stale vehicles. ingludjng any 
QOOUmented wage adjustments plli1\U3Dl to ffiS gujdelines for reporting taxable frinpe benefits due to elected 
nffiglals being oonliidered "control emplovee.~~. 
We have not located any records generated for any Court employees, including Justic.es, for the referenced audit 
time frame. 

5. Any additional infoonation concerning other wafie adlus!ments due to staff or Justices receiying other taxable fringe 
b¢nefits. such a.• employer proyided lunches. as part oftheir employment wjth !he Court. 
We have not located any records generated .for any Coqrt employees, including Justices, for the referenced audit 
time frame. 

9· Court policy or policieS for dogumenting and r@porting taxable fringe beilefjtS proyided to staff or Justices as part 
gf their empiQyment with the Court. 
There is no policy. 

7.· The name and title of the indjvldua!(s) who are currently responsible or were responsible. for the tracking and 
reporting of employer provided fiinge benefits. 
The PayrolJ!Human Re.$o1irces1Pe~Wnnel Division is responsible for generation of the proper tax reporting forms. 
Tammy Smith is presently the PayroiVHuman Resources/Personnel Director. 

&. Additionally jt has also been sug~ested that gyrrent Coud policy for the use of state vehicles dges not require. and 
! may even exempt Justices ftom ptovidinl;! reason jog for their use q.f sfate yehjcles. If this is true, plea,c;e explain 

how the Court can accurately report the use of state yebjqles bv JusticM for tax purpos¢s of the pumose of the 
vehicles' us¢ is not provided to !he Administrative Office of the Court. 
As described a.bove, there is no policy regulating the use of state cars by employees, including.Justices, I am unable 
to explain the second JX>!'fion of your question. NOTE: The employee. Personnel Manu.al does include a small 
section that covers travel-related policy/procedure. This section is attached. 

January 311 2018, Email from Justin 'Robinson Requesting to Meet witb Mr. Arthur Angus. 
The requested meeting with Mr.Angus transpired. lam in receipt of the fmal summary of the meeting, 

which Mr. Angus had an opwrtunity to review and tnbdlfy. The final summary is attached. 

February 12, ~018, Letter from.J)eJ!DY Rhodes to I.Alri Pllletta•Davis regardil)g Jqstice Ketchum 
Check hi the amount of$863.28 •. 
I became aware during your session with Mr. Arthur Angus of a check that Justice Ketchum apparently 

haq writte11 for the sum of Eight Hundred Sixty Three D91larli and Twenty Eight Cents ($863.28). I. h.ad no knowledge 

of this check or the corresponding note to Ms. ll.acer-Tro.Y prior to that meeting; With reference to your inquiries 

regarding this check ii.S detailed in your February 12, 2018, correspondence, I )lave no first-hand )<now ledge. Justice 

Ketchum has, however, provided to me a .memorandum dated February 26, 2018., addressing the. items of lnquicy 

Mmbered I th,rough S detaile.d in the February 12, 2018, ~orrespondence. That memorandum from Justice Ketchum is 

attached. 

1, through 5. See attached Memorandum from Justice Ketchum. 

6. I attach .the set of fuei card reoorc!s spanning 2009 thtougll 2016, which Justi¢e Ketchum haS described were the 
records that he used to make the referenced calculation. These fuel c.ard records are attached. 

February 14, 2018, Letter from Denny :Rhodes to Lori Paletta~Davis regarding Elizabeth Parsons, 

The meeting with Ms. Parsons that you requested was conducted ·on Friday, February 23, 2018. I am 

today in receipt of your suthmary·report a(ld will review lt before the end of the week and talk with Ms. Parsons so that 

she can provide you with any thoughts that she might h.ave on the content. 
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February 28, 2018, Letter from Denny Rhodes to Judge Gary Johnson regarding production of 
Annual reports and related items. 

By email correspondence today, on behalf of Judge Johnson, I requested an e:>..1:ension of time to produce 

the requested annual report records, from this Friday, March 2, 2018, to next Friday, March 9, 2018. 

I hope that you find the information provided here responsive to your requests. I am available for 

clarification and/or to produce supplemental information, as needed. 

Additionally, I would like to reaffirm my request for any employee meeting requests to come though 

my office, and that I attend any such discussions. I look forward to hearing back from you in this regard. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

ri J. aletta-Davis, E••I· 

· 'strativc Counsel 
Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia 
Building l, Room E-100 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 
Charleston, WV 25305 
(304·) 340-2911 Office 
(304) 807-5049 Cell 
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