Outreach News

WV CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION FUND

Legislative Changes to the Crime Victims Fund

By Becky Ofiesh and Trish Miles

During the 2009 Legislative Crime Victims Compensa-

Session, the West Virginia tion Fund can pay out for
Legislature made big im- victims. For claimants who

provements to what the are injured or killed on or
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after July 1, 2009, the changes .
HRpnil 2009

include:

1. The definition of
“criminally injurious conduct”
has been expanded to include
criminally injurious conduct
committed outside of the
United States against a resi-
dent of West Virginia.

Mationol Crime Viclims
Rights Week

2. Relocation costs were

increased from $1,000 to Vears of
$2,000. r;:l.'ll:'[ﬂlllj:.ni.'-.l.:
3. Reasonable travel ex- A

penses for the transportation of
a victim to or from a medical
facility were officially added
to the statute.

rhe
Victims of Crime Act

April 26 - May 2, 2009

4. The maximum award in
injury claims was increased
from $25,000 to $35,000.

Jnside this issue:
www.VictimLaw.info

If you have any questions,
please call our office at 304-
347-4850 or 1-877-562-6878.
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CiVil Lawsuits for ViCtimS National Center for Victims of Crime

The goal of filing a civil law- compensation for emotional
suit is to hold the defendant damage. According to The
accountable to the victim. The National Crime Victim Bar
victim will have more control Association, some of the
in a civil suit than in a criminal other benefits in filing a
case, and civil cases canno civil suit include crime pre-
only compensate the victim for vention, justice, and ac-
the monetary damages suf countability. If this is some-
fered, but can also provide thing that you are interested

Bulletin Board 2
National Crime Victims’ Rights 3
) ) ~ Week—TEvents in WV
in learning more about, or if
you would like to request  National Contact Information for 4

booklets to hand out to vic-  victims
tims, please call the National
Center for Victims of Crime

at 1-800-FYI-CALL/1-800-

394-2255.
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www.VictimLaw.info

The National Center for Victims of Crime has deyeld an online, user-
friendly database that features more than 16,000...

~ Victims’ rights statutes

~ Tribal laws

~ Constitutional amendments

~ Court rules

~ Administrative code provisions

~ Attorney general opinions

~ Case summaries of related court decisions

In addition, this site offers “The Justice Systemplined”, “About Victims’ &
Rights”, “Links to Resources”, and a “Legal Glosgawith just the click of a
button! For more information and to see if thisaiwielpful resource for you
office, please visitvww.VictimLaw.info .

Sefual Assault

Awareness Month

West Virginia Statistics

» Most (66.5%) sex offenses were re
ported to have occurred at a res
dence or home.

¢ Personal weapons, such as the ¢
fender's hands or fists were used du
ing sex offenses, more than othe *
weapons.

* 65% of victims were juveniles undel
the age of 18.

* The most frequently reported age w
14.

* The majority of the offenders wer
males (94%) and adult (84.2%).

(Based on sexual assaults reported fo
law enforcement in 2000 - WV State
Police Incident Based Reporting Sys-
tem.)

Bulletin Board

* April 22—Turning Away From <+ May 19— Investigating Crimes -«

Hate—Wednesday, April 22 at
7:00 p.m. on the campus of
Wheeling Jesuit University (Troy
Theatre—Swint Hall)

April 23—Turning Away From
Hate—Thursday, April 23 at 2:00
p-m. on the campus of West Lib-
erty State College (College Hall)

Against the Elderly. This will be
offered on the campus of WVU
from 8:00-5:00 p.m. for $40.00.

WV State Victim Assistance
Academy will be held July 26-31,
2009. Scholarships are avail-
able. For more information call
Larry Nelson at 304-766-3280.

Outreach News

http://www.fris.org.Sections/06-Statistics

“88.59, of victims wexre
nelated to. on otheuvise Fnown

to the offender.”

For more information please contact
the WV Foundation for Rape Infor-
mation and Services Inc. at 304-366-
9500 or The National Sexual Assault
Hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE.

August 11—WV Drug Endan-
gered Children Conference at
the Charleston Marriott.
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 Crivne Victi m:.;-'
N Rights e EVENTS IN WEST VIRGINIA

April 24 * Kick Off Ceremony and Reception * Robert C. Byrd
US Courthouse, 300 Virginia Street FEast Fifth Floor,
Charleston, WV * 11:00 am—1:00 pm

Aprl 25 " Victims’ Memorial Walk * Sylvester Community
Building, Sylvester, WV * 10:00 am

timg
Victims of Crime Adt

April 27 * Operation Reach Out Victim Awareness Fair and
Blood Drive * YWCA 1100 Chapline Street, Wheeling, WV *
9:00 am—2-:00 pm

April 27 * Raising of new Victims’ Memorial Flag * Veteran’s By-
pass , Madison, WV *"12:30 pm

April 28 * Operation Reach Out Community Fair * WV State
Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV * 10:00 am—2-:00 pm

April 28 - April 30 * Resource Fair * Charleston Town Center
Mall * Charleston, WV 10:00 am — 5:00 pm

April 28 * Red Cross Crimme Victims Blood Drive * Madison
Methodist Church, State Street Madison, WV * 12:00 pm —
6:00 pm

May 2 * Operation Reach Out Community Fair * Wood County
Courthouse, Parkersburg, WV * 10:00 am—2:00 pm

May 2 * Cabell County Victim Awareness Fair * Cabell County
Courthouse, Huntington, WV * 12:00 pm—4:00 pm




WV CRIME VICTIMS

FION FUND

Building 1, Room W-334

COMPENSUA

1900 Kanawha Blvd., East

Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Phone: 304-347-4850
Fax: 304-347-4915

E-mail: trish.miles@wvlegislature.gov
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