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Charleston, West Virginia, Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

Pursuant to section eighteen, article six of the Constitution of the State of West Virginia, which 
prescribes that the Legislature shall convene annually on the second Wednesday in January, the 
Senate assembled in its chamber in the state capitol in the City of Charleston, West Virginia, on 
this eighth day of January, two thousand twenty, for the second annual sixty-day session of the 
eighty-fourth Legislature, and at 12:05 p.m. was called to order by the President, the Honorable 
Mitch Carmichael. 

Prayer was offered by Bishop Joe Thomas, Nondenominational Fellowship Pentecostal 
Ministries, Charleston, West Virginia. 

The Senate was then led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Honorable Charles 
S. Trump IV, a senator from the fifteenth district. 

The Senate proceeded to the second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

On the call of the roll, the following answered to their names: 

Senators Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Clements, Cline, Hamilton, Hardesty, Ihlenfeld, 
Jeffries, Lindsay, Mann, Maynard, Palumbo, Pitsenbarger, Plymale, Prezioso, Roberts, Romano, 
Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Unger, Weld, Woelfel, and 
Carmichael (Mr. President). 

Thirty-one members having answered to their names, the President declared the presence of 
a quorum. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, Senator Takubo offered 
the following resolution from the floor: 

Senate Resolution 1—Raising a committee to notify the House of Delegates that the Senate 
has assembled in regular session. 

Resolved by the Senate: 

That a committee of three be appointed by the President to inform the House of Delegates 
that the Senate has assembled in regular sixty-day session, with a quorum present, and is ready 
to proceed with the business of this regular session. 
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At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, and adopted. 

Whereupon, the President appointed as members of such committee, the following: 

Senators Azinger, Hamilton, and Beach. 

Subsequently, Senator Azinger reported that the committee had performed the duty assigned 
to it. 

The first message this session from the House of Delegates, by 

Delegates Nelson, P. Martin, and Campbell, announced that the House of Delegates has 
assembled, with a quorum present, and is ready to proceed with the business of this second 
regular session of the eighty-fourth Legislature. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, Senator Takubo offered 
the following resolution from the floor: 

Senate Resolution 2—Providing for the appointment of a committee to inform the Governor 
that the Legislature has assembled in regular session. 

Resolved by the Senate: 

That a committee of three on the part of the Senate be appointed by the President, to join with 
a similar committee on the part of the House of Delegates, to notify His Excellency, the Governor, 
that the Legislature has assembled in regular sixty-day session, with a quorum of each house 
present, and is ready to receive any communication or message that he may desire to present. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, and adopted. 

Whereupon, the President appointed as members of such committee, the following: 

Senators Pitsenbarger, Sypolt, and Hardesty. 

A message from the House of Delegates, by 

Delegates Jennings, Phillips, and Byrd, announced that the Speaker had appointed them a 
committee of three to join with a similar committee on the part of the Senate under the provisions 
of Senate Resolution 2 to wait upon the Governor. Senate and House members of this select 
committee then proceeded to the executive offices. 

Subsequently, Senator Pitsenbarger reported that the joint Senate and House committee had 
performed the duty assigned to it. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, Senator Carmichael 
(Mr. President) offered the following resolution from the floor: 

Senate Resolution 3—Creating a Select Committee on Children and Families for the Eighty-
Fourth Legislature. 
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Resolved by the Senate: 

That for the Eighty-Fourth Legislature there is hereby created a Select Committee on Children 
and Families. This committee shall consist of nine members appointed by the Presiding Officer. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of any Senate rule to the contrary, this committee shall have 
jurisdiction of legislative proposals regarding children, families, and related issues as the 
Presiding Officer may deem appropriate: Provided, That reference of a bill to the Select 
Committee on Children and Families does not preclude a standing committee of the Senate from 
consideration of legislation addressing the same subject within its jurisdiction. The rules of the 
Senate governing standing committees shall all govern the actions and proceedings of this 
committee insofar as applicable. 

Further Resolved, That the Senate hereby authorizes the Select Committee on Children and 
Families to meet and be paid during interims between regular sessions of the Legislature; and, 
be it 

Further Resolved, That the Senate hereby authorizes the Select Committee on Children and 
Families to meet at other times to be determined by the chairman, subject to the approval of the 
Presiding Officer; and, be it 

Further Resolved, That the purpose of any such meetings would relate to gathering 
information regarding matters relating to children and families; and, be it 

Further Resolved, That members and staff of such committee are hereby authorized to receive 
payment of travel and interim expenses and other compensation as provided by law. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, and adopted. 

At the further request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, the complete list of 
appointments for standing and select committees of the Senate for this second session of the 
eighty-fourth Legislature was ordered printed in the Journal as follows: 

STANDING AND SELECT COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 

2020 

__________ 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Senators Sypolt (Chair), Mann (Vice Chair), Clements, Cline, Maynard, Rucker, Smith, 
Baldwin, Beach, Hardesty, and Unger. 

BANKING AND INSURANCE 

Senators Azinger (Chair), Clements (Vice Chair), Blair, Hamilton, Rucker, Swope, Tarr, Weld, 
Facemire, Jeffries, Palumbo, Prezioso, and Romano. 

CONFIRMATIONS 

 Senators Boley (Chair), Takubo (Vice Chair), Azinger, Blair, Rucker, Weld, Palumbo, 
Plymale, and Prezioso. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Senators Swope (Chair), Mann (Vice Chair), Azinger, Cline, Hamilton, Pitsenbarger, Roberts, 
Tarr, Baldwin, Ihlenfeld, Jeffries, Romano, Stollings, and Woelfel. 

EDUCATION 

Senators Rucker (Chair), Blair (Vice Chair), Azinger, Boley, Cline, Pitsenbarger, Roberts, 
Trump, Baldwin, Beach, Plymale, Romano, Stollings, and Unger. 

ENERGY, INDUSTRY, AND MINING 

Senators Smith (Chair), Sypolt (Vice Chair), Boley, Clements, Cline, Hamilton, Mann, Swope, 
Facemire, Ihlenfeld, Jeffries, Lindsay, and Woelfel. 

ENROLLED BILLS 

Senators Maynard (Chair), Roberts (Vice Chair), Tarr, Lindsay, and Woelfel. 

FINANCE 

Senators Blair (Chair), Tarr (Vice Chair), Boley, Hamilton, Mann, Maroney, Roberts, Swope, 
Sypolt, Takubo, Facemire, Ihlenfeld, Palumbo, Plymale, Prezioso, Stollings, and Unger. 

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION 

Senators Maynard (Chair), Swope (Vice Chair), Clements, Mann, Maroney, Smith, Sypolt, 
Tarr, Facemire, Ihlenfeld, Jeffries, Lindsay, Palumbo, and Woelfel. 

HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

Senators Maroney (Chair), Tarr (Vice Chair), Azinger, Maynard, Roberts, Rucker, Takubo, 
Weld, Palumbo, Plymale, Prezioso, Stollings, and Unger. 

INTERSTATE COOPERATION 

Senators Cline (Chair), Maynard (Vice Chair), Hamilton, Pitsenbarger, Hardesty, Ihlenfeld, 
and Unger. 

JUDICIARY 

Senators Trump (Chair), Weld (Vice Chair), Azinger, Clements, Cline, Maynard, Pitsenbarger, 
Rucker, Smith, Takubo, Baldwin, Beach, Hardesty, Jeffries, Lindsay, Romano, and Woelfel. 

MILITARY 

Senators Weld (Chair), Maroney (Vice Chair), Cline, Hamilton, Smith, Sypolt, Facemire, 
Hardesty, and Lindsay. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Senators Hamilton (Chair), Mann (Vice Chair), Cline, Pitsenbarger, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, 
Sypolt, Beach, Facemire, Hardesty, Prezioso, and Stollings. 
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PENSIONS 

Senators Azinger (Chair), Hamilton (Vice Chair), Pitsenbarger, Trump, Ihlenfeld, Plymale, and 
Romano. 

RULES 

Senators Carmichael (Chair), Blair, Boley, Maroney, Sypolt, Takubo, Trump, Palumbo, 
Plymale, Prezioso, and Stollings. 

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Senators Clements (Chair), Swope (Vice Chair), Boley, Mann, Pitsenbarger, Roberts, Beach, 
Jeffries, and Plymale. 

WORKFORCE 

Senators Roberts (Chair), Weld (Vice Chair), Boley, Maroney, Rucker, Smith, Tarr, Baldwin, 
Beach, Jeffries, and Stollings. 

___________ 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Senators Takubo (Chair), Weld (Vice Chair), Cline, Pitsenbarger, Roberts, Rucker, Hardesty, 
Prezioso, and Stollings. 

____________ 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, Senator Sypolt offered 
the following resolution from the floor: 

Senate Resolution 4—Amending Senate Rule 15 relating to bill and resolution introduction. 

Resolved by the Senate: 

That Senate Rule 15 be amended as follows: 

Each bill or resolution for introduction shall be presented in duplicate and electronically, 
bearing the name of the member or members by whom it is to be introduced, and shall be filed 
with the Clerk not later than 12 p.m. on the legislative day next preceding its introduction: 
Provided, That the pre-filing requirement shall not apply to the first day of any session of the 
Legislature. A bill may be introduced by request. All bills introduced by request shall bear the 
words “By Request”, following the designation of the name or names of the bill sponsor or 
sponsors. 

The Clerk shall designate one copy of a bill or resolution the official copy and it shall constitute 
the official bill or resolution for use of committees and for the permanent files of the Senate. One 
copy shall be used for printing. 

Each bill or resolution shall be numbered, edited, and corrected as to form by the Clerk and 
reported by the Clerk to the Senate on the next legislative day, under the sixth order of business. 
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In case of urgency, on motion for leave agreed to by a majority of the members present, a member 
may introduce a bill or resolution from the floor. 

Any member who is a cosponsor of a bill or resolution may be removed as a sponsor of the 
bill or resolution by submitting a request to the Clerk prior to the bill being enrolled or the resolution 
being adopted.  

Any member may be added as a cosponsor of a bill or resolution by submitting a request to 
the Clerk prior to the bill or resolution being reported from the last committee to which it was 
referred. 

The electronic version of a bill or resolution shall be changed to include the addition or removal 
of a sponsor, but the addition or removal of a sponsor shall only be included in a printed version 
if a subsequent printing is otherwise required. 

Which, under the rules, was referred to the Committee on Rules. 

At the request of Senator Tarr, unanimous consent being granted, Senator Blair offered the 
following resolution from the floor: 

Senate Resolution 5—Authorizing the appointment of permanent and per diem employees 
for the Second Regular Session of the Eighty-Fourth Legislature and payment of their 
compensation. 

Resolved by the Senate: 

That the Clerk of the Senate, with the approval of the presiding officer of the Senate, or the 
presiding officer of the Senate is hereby authorized to appoint employees to receive the per diem 
compensation, as herein provided, during this regular sixty-day session of the Eighty-Fourth 
Legislature, and any extension thereof as follows: 

Up to thirty Class I secretaries at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to one hundred ten dollars 
per diem; 

Up to four Class II secretaries at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to one hundred twenty dollars 
per diem; 

Up to five legislative analysts at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to two hundred dollars per 
diem; 

One page at a rate of eighty dollars per diem; 

Up to ten legal counselors at a rate of two hundred five dollars per diem to two hundred eighty 
dollars per diem; assignments and salary to be determined by the presiding officer of the Senate; 

One bill and journal clerk to the Senate Clerk at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to one 
hundred dollars per diem; 

Up to four proofreaders at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to one hundred dollars per diem; 

One Sergeant at Arms at a rate not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars per diem; 
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Up to two assistants to the Sergeant at Arms at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to one hundred 
dollars per diem; 

One Doorkeeper at a rate not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars per diem; 

Up to six assistants to the Doorkeeper at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to one hundred 
dollars per diem; 

Up to three mail clerks at a rate of eighty dollars per diem to one hundred dollars per diem; 

Two night custodians at a rate of eighty to eighty-five dollars per diem; 

The Clerk of the Senate, with the approval of the presiding officer of the Senate, or the 
presiding officer of the Senate shall have authority to employ such per diem staff personnel during 
any session of the Legislature as shall be needed in addition to staff personnel authorized by this 
Senate resolution adopted during any such session. The Clerk of the Senate, with the approval 
of the presiding officer of the Senate, or the presiding officer of the Senate shall have authority to 
employ such staff personnel between sessions of the Legislature as shall be needed, the 
compensation of all staff personnel during and between sessions of the Legislature, 
notwithstanding any such Senate resolution, to be fixed by the presiding officer of the Senate. In 
all such cases, the Clerk of the Senate, with the approval of the presiding officer of the Senate, 
or the presiding officer of the Senate shall have authority to supervise and dismiss such staff 
personnel; and, be it 

Further Resolved, That the appointment of salaried full-time employees of the Senate for the 
year two thousand twenty and their compensation, at the following amounts per month, for such 
periods of time as they are employed in the positions designated, is hereby authorized, as follows: 

Clerk ............................................................................................. 7,697.50 
Assistant Clerk ............................................................................. 5,629.93 
Executive Secretary to Clerk ........................................................ 3,544.17 
Fiscal Officer ................................................................................ 5,452.50 
Fiscal Officer ................................................................................ 5,452.50 
Technical Support ........................................................................ 4,794.17 
Chief Desk Clerk .......................................................................... 5,376.29 
Chief Journal Clerk ....................................................................... 4,709.10 
Bill Clerk ....................................................................................... 3,294.17 
Clerk to Minor Committees ........................................................... 3,739.17 
Counsel to President .................................................................... 9,697.50 
Executive Assistant to President................................................... 4,030.83 
Legislative Analyst to President .................................................... 3,780.83 
Secretary to President .................................................................. 2,877.50 
Director of Communications ......................................................... 6,590.00 
Parliamentarian ............................................................................ 5,127.50 
Administrative Assistant to Majority Leader .................................. 2,666.67 
Counsel to Minority Leader ........................................................... 7,072.50 
Administrative Assistant to Minority Leader .................................. 2,697.50 
Counsel to Education Committee ................................................. 7,666.17 
Clerk/Analyst to Education Committee.......................................... 3,739.17 
Counsel to Finance Committee .................................................... 7,697.50 
Budget Analyst to Finance Committee .......................................... 4,364.17 
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Budget Analyst to Finance Committee .......................................... 3,614.17 
Assistant to Finance Chairman/Clerk ............................................ 3,739.17 
Counsel to Government Organization ........................................... 7,072.50 
Clerk to Government Organization Committee ............................. 3,739.17 
Secretary to Government Organization Committee....................... 3,764.98 
Counsel to Health and Human Resources Committee .................. 7,072.50 
Clerk to Health and Human Resources Committee....................... 3,739.17 
Counsel to Judiciary Committee ................................................... 7,197.50 
Clerk/Analyst to Judiciary Committee ........................................... 3,739.17 
Supervisor, Materials & Supplies .................................................. 4,676.66 
Purchasing & Procurement Clerk .................................................. 3,940.85 
Mail Clerk ..................................................................................... 2,460.83 
Custodian ..................................................................................... 2,565.35 

The Clerk of the Senate, with the approval of the presiding officer of the Senate, or the 
presiding officer of the Senate shall have authority to employ such full-time staff personnel during 
any session of the Legislature as shall be needed in addition to staff personnel authorized by this 
Senate resolution adopted during any such session. The Clerk of the Senate, with the approval 
of the presiding officer of the Senate, or the presiding officer of the Senate shall have authority to 
employ such staff personnel between sessions of the Legislature as shall be needed, the 
compensation of all staff personnel during and between sessions of the Legislature, 
notwithstanding any such Senate resolution, to be fixed by the presiding officer of the Senate. In 
all such cases, the Clerk of the Senate, with the approval of the presiding officer of the Senate, 
or the presiding officer of the Senate shall have authority to supervise and dismiss such staff 
personnel. 

At the request of Senator Tarr, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, and adopted. 

The Senate proceeded to the third order of business. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the adoption by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the adoption of 

House Concurrent Resolution 1—Extending an invitation to His Excellency, the Governor, 
to deliver an address to the Legislature and raising a Joint Assembly therefor. 

Whereas, His Excellency, the Governor, has advised that he will be pleased to address a Joint 
Assembly of the Senate and House of Delegates at the convenience of the two houses; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

That His Excellency, the Governor, be hereby invited to address a Joint Assembly of the 
Legislature at 7:00 o’clock postmeridian this day; and, be it 

Further Resolved, That the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Delegates appoint three members of each of the respective houses of the Legislature as a 
committee to wait upon His Excellency, the Governor, and escort him into the Hall of the House 
of Delegates at the time herein appointed for hearing the address. 



2020] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 9 

The message further announced the appointment of the following committee on the part of 
the House of Delegates: 

Delegates Jennings, Phillips, and Byrd. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration and reference to a committee dispensed with. 

The question being on the adoption of the resolution, the same was put and prevailed. 

Whereupon, the President appointed as Senate members of such committee, authorized by 
the foregoing resolution, the following: 

Senators Takubo, Boley, and Prezioso. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the sixth order of business. 

The following bills and joint resolutions were introduced, read by their titles, and referred to 
the appropriate committees: 

By Senator Clements: 
Senate Bill 1—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-8-19 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to creating a felony offense for subsequent actions of cruelty to animals that 
cause bodily injury to, or serious bodily injury or death of, the animal. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Clements: 
Senate Bill 2—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §17C-6A-1, §17C-6A-2, §17C-6A-3, §17C-6A-4, §17C-6A-5, 
and §17C-6A-6, all relating to providing for automated license plate reader systems; providing for 
required training; providing for use of captured data; and imposing a misdemeanor penalty for 
violations. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Clements: 
Senate Bill 3—A Bill to amend and reenact §17A-3-14 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to registration fees for military-related special registration plates. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 4—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-7-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to dangerous weapons; defining “pepper spray”; exempting pepper spray from 
definition of “deadly weapons”; and providing that persons over 16 years of age may carry pepper 
spray for the purpose of self-defense. 
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 5—A Bill to repeal §48-1-210 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to 

amend said code by adding thereto four new sections, designated §48-1-239a, §48-1-239b, §48-
1-239c, and §48-1-239d; to amend and reenact §48-9-102, §48-9-203, §48-9-204, §48-9-206, 
§48-9-207, §48-9-209, §48-9-403, and §48-9-601 of said code; and to amend said code by adding 
thereto a new section, designated §48-9-204a, all relating to establishing that shared legal and 
physical custody of a child in cases of divorce is presumed to be in the best interests of the child. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 6—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto two new sections, designated §17C-1-70 and §17C-1-71; and to amend and reenact 
§17C-17-9a, §17C-17-11a, and §17C-17-11d of said code, all relating to increasing the weight 
limits for vehicles on highways other than the national system of interstate and defense highways; 
and providing definitions. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 7—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-8B-7, §61-8B-9a, and §61-8B-9b of the Code 

of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to raising the age of children who are victims of 
certain sex offenses to 16. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 8—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-7-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to dangerous weapons; providing for license to carry deadly weapons; and 
exempting honorably discharged veterans of the armed forces of the United States from payment 
of fees and costs required to get a license to carry deadly weapons. 

Referred to the Committee on Military; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Swope: 
Senate Bill 9—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §5-22-4; and to amend and reenact §21-1C-5 of said code, all 
relating to requiring certain documents that include records of wages be considered confidential; 
prohibiting governmental entity that requires private company contracting with, or seeking to 
contract with, a governmental entity for a construction project to submit any document that 
includes records of actual wages paid to employees from disclosing document or information 
contained therein to any other entity or person; permitting disclosure of such document or 
information to state or federal agency; providing that any such document containing records of 
actual wages paid to employees shall be considered confidential and proprietary and may not be 
considered a public record; defining “governmental entity”; defining contents of certified payroll 
document; providing that any document containing records of actual wages paid to employees 
filed or submitted pursuant to the West Virginia Jobs Act may not be disclosed by the Division of 
Labor or a public authority to any other entity or person other than to a state or federal agency; 
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and providing that any document submitted or filed pursuant to the West Virginia Jobs Act that 
includes records of actual wages paid to employees or information contained therein shall be 
considered confidential and proprietary and may not be considered a public record. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

By Senator Swope: 
Senate Bill 10—A Bill to amend and reenact §17C-15-49 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to operation of vehicles with safety belts; allowing admissibility of certain 
evidence in a civil action for damages; changing definition of “passenger vehicle” for purposes of 
safety belt requirement; and allowing the admission of the use or nonuse of a safety belt on the 
issues of negligence, contributory negligence, comparative negligence, and failure to mitigate 
damages. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Swope: 
Senate Bill 11—A Bill to amend and reenact §21-3D-3 and §21-3D-4 of the Code of West 

Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating generally to certification requirements of crane operators; 
providing that crane operators may be certified by additional nationally recognized accredited 
agencies; and changing the written exam requirements for Class A and Class B certifications. 

Referred to the Committee on the Workforce; and then to the Committee on Government 
Organization. 

By Senator Maynard: 
Senate Bill 12—A Bill to amend and reenact §30-1-22 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to lobbying by counsel of state boards and commissions. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 13—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-3-11 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to increasing the penalty for burglary if a crime against another person is 
committed during the burglary. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 14—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §61-2-7a, relating to making it a felony to attempt to kill another 
person; and establishing a penalty. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 15—A Bill to amend and reenact §8-12-5a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to removing authority of municipalities to restrict firearm possession without a 
valid concealed handgun license in certain areas during brief temporary events. 
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Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 16—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §1-7-1, §1-7-2, §1-7-3, and §1-7-4, all relating generally to 
protecting the right to privacy and association of the citizens of West Virginia; creating the Protect 
Our Right to Unite Act; declaring legislative purpose; defining terms; providing that no public 
agency may require nonprofit entities to disclose donor information, subject to certain exceptions; 
providing that where the state or a public agency obtains donor information may not be released, 
subject to certain exceptions; providing exemption from Freedom of Information Act requests; 
providing for redaction of donor information; providing exception for court orders; providing 
exception for discovery requests under certain conditions; providing civil remedies; and providing 
for the payment of attorneys’ fees and costs, and, in certain circumstances, treble damages. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 17—A Bill to amend and reenact §46A-5-101 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to conforming the state Consumer Credit and Protection Act to the federal 
Fair Debt Collection and Practices Act. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Clements: 
Senate Bill 18—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §19-38-1, §19-38-2, §19-38-3, §19-38-4, §19-38-5, §19-38-6, 
and §19-38-7, all relating to creating the West Virginia Healthy Food Crop Block Grant Program; 
stating findings; defining terms; creating fund; providing general revenue to fund grants for five 
years; partnering with nonprofit food and farm organization; establishing grant selection 
committee and membership; providing method for allocating grants; limiting grants; providing for 
rulemaking; and establishing program review reports. 

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 19—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-2E-5 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to prohibiting the State Board of Education from accepting federal education 
plans without approval of the Legislature. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 20—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §56-4-72, relating to providing compensation to victims of 
abusive lawsuits; and providing that a party in a civil action is entitled to recover attorneys’ fees 
and costs after a court dismisses a claim as lacking any basis in law or fact. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 21—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §46A-6O-1, §46A-6O-2, and §46A-6O-3, all relating to 
prohibiting certain misleading pharmaceutical advertising practices; providing for certain 
disclosures and warnings in pharmaceutical advertising for the protection of patients; and 
imposing criminal penalties. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Beach: 
Senate Bill 22—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §18-5-22e, relating to county boards of education; and requiring 
boards to provide free feminine hygiene products in grades six through 12. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 23—A Bill to amend and reenact §17A-3-14 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to providing a special license plate to support adoption; and establishing 
fees. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 24—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-1-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend and reenact §3-2-2 of said code, all relating to residency requirements 
for people entitled to vote and people eligible to register to vote; requiring that a person be a legal 
resident of the state, county, or municipality in which he or she offers to vote; requiring that a 
person be a legal resident of the state or county in which he or she applies to register to vote; and 
defining the term “legal resident”. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 25—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §48-22-803, relating to adoption records; authorizing adult 
adoptees access to certain records, including adoption records and medical history; requiring birth 
parents to provide certain health information; allowing birth parents to designate a contact 
preference and allowing them to provide certain information; allowing birth parents to request 
name redaction; providing for a name redacting process; directing the Department of Health and 
Human Resources to administer records, require additional information, and charge a reasonable 
fee; providing a procedure for the collection and dissemination of information; providing for the 
tracking of information and reporting to the Legislative Oversight Commission on Health and 
Human Resources Accountability; and authorizing the Department of Health and Human 
Resources to promulgate legislative rules. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
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By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 26—A Bill to amend and reenact §33-3-33 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to the surcharge on fire and casualty insurance policies; providing that 
surcharge be increased to one percent; and providing that surcharge be used solely for volunteer 
fire departments. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 27—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-8-2b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to requiring a political action committee to disclose the names and addresses 
of its contributors to the Secretary of State. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Maroney: 
Senate Bill 28—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §30-3-19, relating to permitting West Virginia Board of Medicine 
investigators to carry a concealed weapon. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Maroney: 
Senate Bill 29—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §27-5-2a, relating to permitting an authorized physician to order 
the involuntary hospitalization of an individual whom the physician believes is addicted or mentally 
ill; setting forth a procedure; defining terms; and limiting liability. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 30—A Bill to amend and reenact §17B-2-12 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to extending the expiration of driver’s licenses for active military members’ 
spouses. 

Referred to the Committee on Military; and then to the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 31—A Bill to amend and reenact §5-10-18 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to providing an 11-month window to permit members of the Public Employees 
Retirement System to purchase credited service that had been previously forfeited. 

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 32—A Bill to amend and reenact §17C-15-26 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to allowing vehicles operated by transportation directors and transportation 
supervisors employed by county boards of education to use red flashing warning lights. 
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Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 33—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-14-8 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to the age requirements of persons for the position of deputy sheriff. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

By Senator Hamilton: 
Senate Bill 34—A Bill to amend and reenact §17C-14-9a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended; to amend and reenact §17C-15-26 of said code; and to amend and reenact §24A-
2-2b of said code, all relating to emergency vehicles; increasing penalties for failure to use due 
caution when approaching an emergency vehicle while using emergency signals; authorizing the 
use of red flashing lights by tow trucks and wreckers; and providing that Public Service 
Commission publish guidelines for use of certain safety equipment and a fee schedule for use of 
secondary vehicle. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Clements: 
Senate Bill 35—A Bill to amend and reenact §22-15A-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to limiting the civil penalty for persons convicted of littering to an amount up 
to $2,000. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Clements: 
Senate Bill 36—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §20-14A-1, §20-14A-2, §20-14A-3, §20-14A-4, §20-14A-5, §20-
14A-6, §20-14A-7, §20-14A-8, §20-14A-9, §20-14A-10, §20-14A-11, §20-14A-12, and §20-14A-
13, all relating to establishing the Mountaineer Trail Network Recreation Authority; providing a 
statement of legislative purpose and findings; providing definitions; establishing the Mountaineer 
Trail Network Recreation Authority; providing for a method of appointment to the board of the 
authority; prescribing the terms of appointment; describing the powers and duties of the authority; 
limiting the liability of landowners; setting forth purchasing and bidding procedures; providing civil 
remedies; providing for conflicts of interest; providing criminal penalties; providing for severability; 
establishing an effective date; and authorizing rulemaking. 

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 37—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §9-5-28; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, 
designated §26-5-2; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §26-
9-3, all relating to providing long-term care and substance abuse treatment; authorizing the 
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Resources to modernize or build new facilities; 
requiring certified beds for long-term care and substance abuse treatment; requiring facilities for 
outpatient substance abuse treatment; requiring the hiring of adequate professional classified 
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staff; and replacing an outdated reference in said code to Pinecrest Hospital with the correct name 
of Jackie Withrow Hospital. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 38—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §18-2-9a, relating to requiring all schools provide an elective 
course on Hebrew Scriptures, Old Testament of the Bible, or New Testament of the Bible; stating 
a purpose; permitting students to use a translation of their choice; requiring teacher certification; 
and requiring federal and state laws be followed regarding religious neutrality while 
accommodating the diverse religious views of students. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Maynard: 
Senate Bill 39—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §16-59-1, relating to requiring health care providers to make 
available to patients an estimate of the provider’s standard charges for items and services 
provided by the provider; and requiring under certain circumstances an explanation of options 
available and a cost comparison. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

By Senator Maynard: 
Senate Bill 40—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §55-7L-1, §55-7L-2, and §55-7L-3, all relating to permitting civil 
actions by a social media website user for censorship or suppression of social media user’s 
speech; providing definitions; stating defenses to civil action; and authorizing the Attorney General 
to bring action on behalf of a social media user. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Maynard: 
Senate Bill 41—A Bill to amend and reenact §19-25-2, §19-25-3, §19-25-4, §19-25-5, and 

§19-25-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating generally to limiting 
landowner liability for injuries to, or caused by, persons entering or going upon land for 
noncommercial recreational purposes, wildlife propagation purposes, military training purposes, 
law-enforcement training purposes, or homeland defense training purposes; clarifying that 
limitation on liability and duty to warn applies only to landowner permitting the general public to 
enter or go upon such land for recreational or wildlife propagation purposes; providing that a 
landowner is not liable for, and has no duty to warn of, dangerous or hazardous wild animals on 
the land; deleting obsolete language providing that a landowner does not confer invitee or 
licensee status on persons invited or permitted upon land; substituting the term “fee” for the term 
“charge”; defining the term “fee”; providing that for the purposes of limiting landowner liability, a 
fee does not include a fee for an annual event or occurrence if the total of such fees in a year do 
not exceed $25 per individual; providing that for the purposes of limiting landowner liability, a fee 
does not include voluntary donations to certain charitable entities; amending the term “land” to 
include premises; amending the definition of the term “owner of land” to specifically include any 
person holding legal possession, ownership, or partial ownership of an interest in land or a person 
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sponsoring land or premises for volunteer improvement or maintenance purposes; amending the 
definition of the term “recreational purposes” to specifically include parking on or traversing land 
to engage in recreational activities and maintaining, or making improvements to, land for the 
purpose of making recreational activities accessible; naming the activities of rock climbing, 
bouldering, and kayaking as being activities within the definition of “recreational purposes”; and 
making numerous technical corrections. 

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources; and then to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Maynard: 
Senate Bill 42—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-2-7b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to permitting the county boards of education to include faith-based electives in 
classroom drug prevention programs. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 43—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §5-16-8b; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, 
designated §33-15-4u; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §33-
15E-18; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §33-16-3ff; to amend 
said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §33-24-7u; to amend said code by adding 
thereto a new section, designated §33-25-8r; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new 
section, designated §33-25A-8u, all relating to imposing a cap under an insurance policy or a 
discount prescription drug plan on the total amount that a covered person is required to pay for a 
covered prescription insulin drug; and providing the cap may not exceed $100 per 30-day supply 
of the drug, regardless of the amount or type of insulin needed to fill the covered person’s 
prescription. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 44—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §11-24-10a, relating to establishing a tax credit for eligible 
taxpayers for employing eligible individuals in recovery from a substance use disorder; setting a 
$2,000 cap per year credit for each individual; establishing requirements; requiring rulemaking; 
and defining terms. 

Referred to the Committee on the Workforce; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 45—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-2-9 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to the required teaching of an agricultural science education course. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 46—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-6-19 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend and reenact §61-7-2 of said code, all relating to defining “pepper spray”; 
exempting pepper spray from definition of “deadly weapons”; providing that persons over 16 years 
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of age may carry pepper spray for the purpose of self-defense; and providing that such persons 
may carry pepper spray in the State Capitol Complex. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 47—A Bill to amend and reenact §17B-1-1 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; to amend and reenact §17C-1-69 of said code; and to amend and reenact §17C-15-
44 of said code, all relating to autocycles; amending the definition of “autocycle”; and clarifying 
the autocycle exemption from helmet requirements. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Senator Swope: 
Senate Bill 48—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §21-5A-1, §21-5A-2, §21-5A-3, and §21-5A-4, all relating to 
prohibiting political subdivisions from enacting any ordinance, regulation, local policy, local 
resolution, or other legal requirements regulating certain areas of the employer-employee 
relationship and the sale or marketing of consumer merchandise; establishing a short title; 
establishing areas where political subdivisions are prohibited from enacting or promulgating 
ordinances, local policies, or local regulations; and providing for exceptions and applicability. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Swope: 
Senate Bill 49—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §7-28-1, relating generally to the Local Control and 
Accountability Act; providing counties with authority to impose a one percent county sales tax 
under certain circumstances; clarifying that a county sales tax does not apply in municipalities 
already imposing a municipal sales tax; clarifying applicability of county sales tax when a portion 
of the county is annexed by a municipality with an existing municipal sales tax; and requiring 
counties imposing a county sales tax to use the services of the Tax Commissioner to administer 
the tax. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 50—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §24-6-15, relating to the creation of emergency text number 
systems for children; and declaring this be known as Constance’s Law. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 51—A Bill to amend and reenact §48-10-802 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §48-10-803, 
all relating to specifying forms of grandparent visitation; allowing daytime and overnight visits as 
well as electronic communication; and defining the term “electronic communication”. 
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Stollings: 
Senate Bill 52—A Bill making a supplementary appropriation of public moneys out of the 

Treasury from the balance of moneys remaining as an unappropriated surplus balance in the 
Excess Lottery Fund, to the Department of Health and Human Resources, Division of Health – 
Central Office, fund 0407, fiscal year 2020, organization 0506, by supplementing and amending 
the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Stollings: 
Senate Bill 53—A Bill making a supplementary appropriation of public moneys out of the 

Treasury from the balance of moneys remaining as an unappropriated surplus balance in the 
Excess Lottery Fund, to the Department of Health and Human Resources, Division of Health – 
Central Office, fund 0407, fiscal year 2020, organization 0506, by supplementing and amending 
the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Stollings: 
Senate Bill 54—A Bill to amend and reenact §23-4-6a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §23-4-26, all 
relating to occupational pneumoconiosis; eliminating the prohibition on permanent partial 
disability awards based solely on a diagnosis of occupational pneumoconiosis; declaring that an 
employee with occupational pneumoconiosis without measurable pulmonary impairment shall be 
paid certain benefits; and requiring certain claimants to receive permanent partial disability 
awards that may later be offset from a future disability award. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Stollings: 
Senate Bill 55—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §33-15-4u, relating to accident and sickness insurance and 
preexisting condition coverage. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Stollings: 
Senate Bill 56—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §5-16-8b; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, 
designated §33-15-4u; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §33-16-
3ff; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §33-24-7u; to amend said 
code by adding thereto a new section, designated §33-25-8r; and to amend said code by adding 
thereto a new section, designated §33-25A-8u, all relating to prohibiting insurance coverage from 
requiring prior authorization for physician prescribed tests to stage cancer. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 
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By Senator Unger: 
Senate Bill 57—A Bill to amend and reenact §5H-1-1 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to defining terms to assure that correctional officers are considered law-
enforcement officers for the purpose of the West Virginia Fire, EMS, and Law-Enforcement 
Survivor Benefit Act. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Unger: 
Senate Bill 58—A Bill to amend and reenact §64-3-1a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to directing certain amendments to Department of Environmental Protection 
rules relating to Air Quality and Water Resources; clarifying when certain notice requirements 
may be met; requiring a public hearing to be held for all permits for construction and major 
modification of major stationary sources for the prevention of significant deterioration of air quality; 
detailing certain requirements for the public hearing; and requiring a public hearing be held in the 
community for all permits under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Program. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Beach: 
Senate Bill 59—A Bill to amend and reenact §21-11-10 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to requiring persons building residential structures to inform the county 
board of education of the number of units to be constructed and the estimated number of 
occupants of those structures; and requiring this information be provided before a building permit 
may be issued. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Beach: 
Senate Bill 60—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §20-1-15, relating to creating the Office of Outdoor Recreation; 
authorizing the hiring of a director of the office and any other personnel necessary; setting forth 
the duties of the office; requiring an annual report to the Legislature; requiring collaboration with 
the West Virginia Development Office; requiring consultation with the outdoor recreation 
community; and authorizing the use of appropriated funds for a grant and loan program to further 
outdoor recreation in the state. 

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Beach: 
Senate Bill 61—A Bill to amend and reenact §17C-15-26 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to safety of tow trucks, wreckers, and tilt-bed vehicles; authorizing red 
flashing warning lights on said vehicles under certain circumstances; and titling this bill in honor 
of Jeff Clovis. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 



2020] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 21 

By Senator Beach: 
Senate Bill 62—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §5-11-9b, relating to the Katherine Johnson Fair Pay Act of 
2020; honoring Katherine Coleman Johnson; making it unlawful for an employer to require, as a 
condition of employment, that an employee refrain from disclosing information about his or her 
wages, benefits, or other compensation or sharing information about another employee’s wages, 
benefits, or other compensation; making it unlawful for an employer to require a waiver of 
employees’ rights to disclose information about his or her wages, benefits, or other compensation 
or to share information about another employee’s wages, benefits, or other compensation; and 
limiting employers’ inquiry into applicants’ wage and salary history. 

Referred to the Committee on the Workforce; and then to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Beach: 
Senate Bill 63—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §11-29-1, §11-29-2, and §11-29-3, all relating to creating five-
year tax credits for persons engaged in industrial hemp manufacturing; setting eligibility 
requirements for tax credit; establishing amount of tax credit allowed; establishing how the credit 
may be applied; and authorizing rules. 

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Beach: 
Senate Bill 64—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-3-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to expanding county commissions’ ability to dispose of county or district 
property; and adding the ability of county commissions to dispose of the property to a nonprofit 
community or senior center organization without conducting a public sale. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Lindsay: 
Senate Bill 65—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §16-2P-1, §16-2P-2, §16-2P-3, §16-2P-4, §16-2P-5, §16-2P-6, 
§16-2P-7, §16-2P-8, §16-2P-9, §16-2P-10, §16-2P-11, §16-2P-12, §16-2P-13, §16-2P-14, §16-
2P-15, §16-2P-16, §16-2P-17, §16-2P-18, §16-2P-19, and §16-2P-20, all relating to establishing 
the Family and Medical Leave Insurance Benefits Act; defining terms; detailing eligibility 
requirements; declaring the duration of benefits authorized by the article; noting the amount of 
benefits; specifying contributions; setting certain requirements and entitlements under the article; 
protecting against certain adverse action for exercising certain rights under the article; prohibiting 
retaliation or discrimination under the article; declaring the article to run concurrently with other 
leave-related laws; requiring employers to provide certain notice; detailing the process for 
enforcing the article; addressing erroneous payments and disqualification; permitting self-
employed persons to elect coverage with certain requirements; requiring the Insurance 
Commissioner to establish the Family and Medical Leave Insurance Program; requiring certain 
disclosures related to federal income tax; creating the Family and Medical Leave Insurance 
Account Fund; authorizing certain expenditures from the fund and investments of the fund; 
requiring annual reports to the Legislature; requiring the Insurance Commissioner to implement a 
public education program; encouraging the Insurance Commissioner to use state data collection 
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and technology to integrate the program with other state policies; authorizing legislative rules by 
a certain date; and setting an effective date. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Lindsay: 
Senate Bill 66—A Bill to amend and reenact §24-6-12 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to requiring members of the State Police to follow the towing services policy of 
the county in which the member is located. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

By Senator Lindsay: 
Senate Bill 67—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §30-30-14a, relating to social workers; and creating a litigation 
practice license for social workers. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Lindsay: 
Senate Bill 68—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §49-9-101, relating to designating social workers in the 
Department of Health and Human Resources to promote better student school attendance and 
performance, and the health and well-being of students at home; describing duties; and limiting 
use of information obtained. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Lindsay: 
Senate Bill 69—A Bill to amend and reenact §5-10A-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; to amend and reenact §5-10D-1 of said code; and to amend said code by adding 
thereto a new article, designated §16-5VV-1, §16-5VV-2, §16-5VV-3, §16-5VV-4, §16-5VV-5, 
§16-5VV-6, §16-5VV-7, §16-5VV-8, §16-5VV-9, §16-5VV-10, §16-5VV-11, §16-5VV-12, §16-
5VV-13, §16-5VV-14, §16-5VV-15, §16-5VV-16, §16-5VV-17, §16-5VV-18, §16-5VV-19, §16-
5VV-20, §16-5VV-21, §16-5VV-22, §16-5VV-23, §16-5VV-24, §16-5VV-25, §16-5VV-26, §16-
5VV-27, §16-5VV-28, §16-5VV-29, §16-5VV-30, §16-5VV-31, §16-5VV-32, §16-5VV-33, §16-
5VV-34, and §16-5VV-35, all relating to the Consolidated Public Retirement Board; providing that 
the board administer the Emergency Medical Services Retirement System; establishing the 
Emergency Medical Services Retirement System; setting forth definitions; including application of 
honorable service condition to plan participants; providing effective dates and voting requirement; 
establishing federal qualification requirements; providing for liberal construction; providing that 
plan is not a substitute for Social Security; providing for and setting membership standards; setting 
forth required contributions from members and employers; creating fund and providing for 
investments; providing for transfer from Public Employees Retirement System; setting time limits; 
setting forth notice requirements; providing for the commencement of benefits, federal law 
maximum benefit limitations, minimum required distributions, and direct rollovers; providing for 
retirement credited through member’s use of accrued annual or sick leave; providing for 
retirement benefits; setting forth annuity options; providing for refunds in certain circumstances; 
providing for deferred retirement; providing for forfeitures of benefits; providing awards and 
benefits for duty-related disability and for other causes; requiring physical examinations; 
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establishing criteria for termination of disability; providing for prior disability; providing awards and 
benefits to surviving spouse and additional death benefits and scholarships for dependent 
children; providing for burial benefit; prohibiting double death benefits; establishing exemption 
from taxation, garnishment, and other process; authorizing certain deductions; establishing the 
effect of qualified domestic relation orders; prohibiting fraud; establishing criminal penalties; 
requiring repayment in certain circumstances; providing for treatment of prior military service; 
establishing effective date of the system; providing voluntary employer participation; establishing 
starting date for benefits; limiting county liability; and providing for no forfeiture of benefits if 
system terminates. 

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Prezioso: 
Senate Bill 70—A Bill to amend and reenact §21-11-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto two new sections, designated §21-11-10b 
and §21-11-10c, all relating to requiring any newly constructed, state-assisted, detached single-
family house, a townhouse, or multilevel dwelling unit, whether detached or attached to other units 
or structures, or a ground floor unit in a building of three or fewer dwelling units, to meet minimum 
standards of universal design for persons with disabilities. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Tarr: 
Senate Bill 71—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §49-4-703a, relating to requiring minors in possession of 
marijuana, and their parents or legal guardians, to attend classes teaching the dangers of 
marijuana; fees charged; and procedure for failure to attend. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 72—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-3-9 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to exempting from property tax certain real properties in this state owned by a 
nonprofit corporation with the purpose of organizing, supporting, and maintaining a contemporary 
agricultural and industrial fair and exposition. 

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 73—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-1-8 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend and reenact §3-2-5 of said code, all relating to the criteria for political 
party status; allowing a group of affiliated voters to become a recognized political party if the 
group’s candidate receives one percent of the votes in an election for any one of six statewide 
offices, including that of Governor, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Auditor, Attorney General, or 
Commissioner of Agriculture; allowing a group of affiliated voters to become a recognized political 
party if 5,000 or more individuals have identified as members of the group on their current voter 
registration forms; and requiring voting registration forms to provide a space for individuals who 
do not select a political party affiliation to write the name of a group of affiliated voters to which 
they belong. 
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 74—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §60A-9A-1, §60A-9A-2, §60A-9A-3, §60A-9A-4, §60A-9A-5, and 
§60A-9A-6, all relating to requiring wholesale drug distributors to report certain information to the 
West Virginia Board of Pharmacy. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Government Organization. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 75—A Bill to amend and reenact §54-2-9 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to changing the determination of just compensation to be paid to the landowner 
when eminent domain is used for a pipeline. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Tarr: 
Senate Bill 76—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §62-15C-1, §62-15C-2, §62-15C-3, §62-15C-4, and §62-15C-5, 
all relating to limiting the liability of employers in cases where convictions for certain crimes are 
expunged; requiring creation of a database record showing offenses were expunged; requiring 
courts to cross-reference database for expungements; providing that an employer is not liable to 
furnish health insurance or health care costs to persons whose records are expunged for drug 
addiction related offenses or drug addiction related diseases; and providing exceptions. 

Referred to the Committee on the Workforce; and then to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Takubo: 
Senate Bill 77—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §11-13FF-1, §11-13FF-2, §11-13FF-3, §11-13FF-4, §11-13FF-
5, §11-13FF-6, §11-13FF-7, §11-13FF-8, and §11-13FF-9, all relating to establishing a tax credit 
for certain physicians who locate in this state to practice; providing for criteria for the tax credit; 
establishing education requirements; setting forth a time limit to claim the tax credit; setting forth 
length of residency requirements; setting forth findings; defining terms; authorizing the credit; 
specifying the amount of the tax credit; providing how the credit may be asserted; specifying no 
tax credit carryover; allowing forms and schedules to be established by the Tax Commissioner in 
rule; setting maximum amount per taxpayer per year; authorizing the Tax Commissioner to 
promulgate rules; and setting effective date. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 78—A Bill to amend and reenact §49-4-605 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to termination of parental rights; and requiring the Department of Health and 
Human Resources to file a petition to terminate parental rights when a parent has, on two separate 
occasions, had their child removed from their care and determined by a court to have subjected 
that child to abuse or neglect. 
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 79—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §37-4-9; and to amend and reenact §55-12A-7 of said code, 
all relating to proceeds from certain oil and gas wells that are due to persons whose name or 
address are unknown are to be kept in a special fund and if unclaimed within seven years the 
proceeds shall be transferred to the Oil and Gas Reclamation Fund; providing that if there is a 
surface disturbance those named surface owners of a leased interest subject to pooling for a 
horizontal well are the only surface owners insofar as the well permit is concerned; providing that 
if another surface owner should become known his or her name shall be added as a surface 
owner on the permit; providing that if proceeds from other mineral tracts in a unit or pool of a 
horizontal well are not claimed by an unknown, missing, or abandoned owner within seven years 
the proceeds shall be transferred to the Oil and Gas Reclamation Fund; providing that certain 
provisions take effect beginning when funds have been unclaimed for seven years after the 
special commissioner’s lease regardless of when the lease was signed; and authorizing 
rulemaking. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 80—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §7-1-3tt, relating to allowing county commissions to impose an 
amusement tax. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 81—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §36-4-9b, relating to the termination, expiration, or cancellation 
of oil or natural gas leases; providing a requirement for a lessee to execute and deliver to the 
lessor, within a specified time and without cost, a recordable release for terminated, expired, or 
canceled oil or natural gas leases; providing for a procedure by which a lessor may serve notice 
to a lessee if a lessee fails to timely provide the release; providing requirements for the content 
of the notice; requiring a lessee to timely notify the lessor in writing of a dispute regarding the 
termination, expiration, or cancellation of the oil and natural gas lease; providing for an affidavit 
of termination, expiration, or cancellation with specified contents; providing a requirement that 
county clerks accept and record said affidavit; and providing that with proper notification by the 
lessor and in the absence of a dispute by the lessee, an affidavit of termination, expiration, or 
cancellation, upon recordation by a county clerk, creates a rebuttable presumption of termination 
and cancellation of the oil or natural gas lease for certain interests and renders the recorded oil 
or natural gas lease as insufficient notice of the recorded lease under the notice statute. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 82—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §22-10A-1, §22-10A-2, §22-10A-3, §22-10A-4, §22-10A-5, §22-
10A-6, §22-10A-7, §22-10A-8, §22-10A-9, and §22-10A-10, all relating to creating the Orphan Oil 
and Gas Well Prevention Act; providing for a short title; providing for legislative findings and 
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declarations; providing for restrictions to permit oil and natural gas wells, certain prohibitions, and 
requiring plugging assurance requirements; providing for limitations on the transfer of wells; 
providing for responsibility of previous operators to plug transferred wells; providing for different 
methods for operators to provide plugging assurance of wells, including for wells not producing in 
paying quantities; providing administrative and management responsibilities for the Chief of the 
Office of Oil and Gas and the State Treasurer regarding plugging assurance funds; providing 
clarifications regarding the duties of mineral and surface owners; providing for rule-making 
authority and severability; and providing an effective date. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 83—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §16-2P-1, §16-2P-2, §16-2P-3, §16-2P-4, §16-2P-5, §16-2P-6, 
§16-2P-7, §16-2P-8, §16-2P-9, §16-2P-10, and §16-2P-11, all relating to enacting the Fetal 
Heartbeat Act; prohibiting abortions when a fetal heartbeat is detected; providing that the article 
applies only to intrauterine pregnancies; providing exceptions; making findings; providing for 
severability; establishing standards, requirements, and procedures; requiring documentation; 
requiring notice and acknowledgments; establishing criminal penalties; permitting civil actions; 
defining terms; and providing for rulemaking. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 84—A Bill to amend and reenact §22-6A-7 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to allowing for expedited oil and gas well permitting and expedited oil and gas 
well permit modifications upon the payment of applicable expedited fees; designating the 
proceeds of such expedited fees; providing for the daily pro rata refund of the expedited fees if 
the permit is not approved between day 45 and day 60 after the submission of a permit application; 
providing for the daily pro rata refund of one half of the modification fees between day 10 and day 
20 after the submission of a permit modification application; and relating generally to horizontal 
well oil and gas permitting. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 85—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §11-21-10b, relating to providing a credit against personal 
income tax for classroom teachers for nonreimbursed costs of supplies; and setting a maximum 
credit of $500. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 86—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §11-21-25; to amend said code by adding thereto a new 
section, designated §18-2-43; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, 
designated §18B-2A-9, all relating to establishing the Stay in State tax credit against personal 
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income for higher education tuition of certain state residents; creating credit for student loan 
payments of all in-state community college, college, or university undergraduates and their in-
state employers against personal income tax; establishing conditions and qualifications for the 
tax credit; providing methodology for calculating credit; providing for graduate and employer 
eligibility of payments against student loans for employees; defining terms; and providing for the 
board of education, State Board of Education, and governing boards of colleges’ promotion of the 
program. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 87—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §4-2A-5a, relating to drug testing of legislators. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 88—A Bill to amend and reenact §17C-13-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to mobility impairment identifying documents. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 89—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §16-5H-1, §16-5H-2, §16-5H-3, §16-5H-4, §16-5H-5, and §16-
5H-6, all relating to creating the Wholesale Prescription Drug Importation Program; setting 
requirements for the design of the program; setting certain deadlines for the implementation of 
the program; requiring monitoring for anticompetitive behavior; ensuring compliance with federal 
law; requiring a plan for program financing to be provided to the Joint Committee on Government 
and Finance; authorizing emergency rule-making authority; providing for certain implementation 
requirements; and requiring annual reporting to the Legislature. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 90—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-1-37 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend and reenact §3-9-6 and §3-9-9 of said code, all relating to adjusting the 
distance from a polling place that certain electioneering and election-related activity is prohibited; 
making legislative findings and justifications for the changes; and ensuring consistency in the law 
with respect to application of the distances within which certain conduct is prohibited at polling 
places. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 91—A Bill to amend and reenact §20-2-28 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to permitting honorably discharged veterans to hunt, trap, or fish in this state 
without first obtaining a license. 
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Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 92—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-6B-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to exempting the first $150,000 of the assessed value of a person’s primary 
residence in this state if the person is a veteran and is permanently and totally physically or 
mentally disabled. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Baldwin: 
Senate Bill 93—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §16-5S-9a, relating to creating the shared table initiative for 
senior citizens who suffer from food insecurity; stating findings; acknowledging the success of a 
similar initiative in public schools; stating the purpose of the bill; granting rule-making authority 
with certain minimum contents; stating certain requirements for guidelines and guidance policies; 
stating certain requirements regarding health guidelines, compliance, and coverage; authorizing 
certain collaboration; and authorizing the Bureau for Senior Services to make certain 
requirements. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

By Senators Trump, Weld, Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Clements, Cline, Hardesty, 
Jeffries, Lindsay, Maynard, Pitsenbarger, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Takubo, and Woelfel: 

Senate Bill 94—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-3-1, §3-3-2, §3-3-2b, §3-3-4, §3-3-5, and §3-
3-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto 
a new section, designated §3-3-1a, all relating generally to absentee voting; clarifying that voters 
with disabilities prevented from voting in person may vote by mail-in absentee ballot; providing 
that voters with physical disabilities may vote by electronic absentee ballot; clarifying that certain 
overseas military members and citizens may vote by electronic absentee ballot; defining terms; 
providing that a voter with a physical disability may electronically submit an application to vote 
absentee; providing that the information collected in the application to be placed on the special 
absentee voting list include whether a voter with a physical disability requests an electronic 
absentee ballot; clarifying that a voter with a physical disability can receive assistance to vote in 
certain circumstances; establishing requirements and deadlines for transmission, submission, 
and acceptance of electronic absentee ballots; and updating obsolete terms. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Tarr: 
Senate Bill 95—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §5-16-6, relating to authorizing the West Virginia Public 
Employees Insurance Agency to establish base benefits insurance plans. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 96—A Bill to amend and reenact §8-12-5a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to prohibiting municipalities from limiting the rights of persons to purchase, 
possess, transfer, own, carry, transport, sell, or store deadly weapons or pepper spray in any 
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manner inconsistent with or in conflict with state law; and restricting the award of reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs to petitioners seeking redress under this law to only those that prevail. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 97—A Bill to amend and reenact §51-9-10 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to adding a circumstance, a delay by the Governor in filling a judicial vacancy, 
to the circumstances in which a senior judge or justice may continue to receive per diem 
compensation after the judge or justice has already received the amount of the annual salary of 
a sitting circuit judge. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 98—A Bill to amend and reenact §62-12-9 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to requiring probationers who have served 10 or more years to participate in a 
work release program and spend six months in a work release center; and requiring that 70 
percent of their earnings be held in an account and provided to them at the successful completion 
of the six-month period. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 99—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-2-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to allowing voters who register in person at the office of the county clerk to 
register and vote during early in-person voting. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 100—A Bill to amend and reenact §60A-4-401 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to providing that the penalty for possession of marijuana carries a fine of no 
more than $1,000 without confinement. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 101—A Bill to amend and reenact §23-4-1f of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to allowing workers’ compensation benefits for first responders diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress disorder resulting from an event that occurred during their employment. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Palumbo: 
Senate Bill 102—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-10-5, §3-10-6, §3-10-7, and §3-10-8 of the 

Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to requiring vacancies in the House of 
Delegates, State Senate, circuit court clerk, county commission, county clerk, prosecuting 
attorney, sheriff, assessor, or county surveyor be filled by a person affiliated with the same party 
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as the person vacating the office was affiliated at the time of his or her last election to the office 
or, if not elected, at the time of his or her appointment. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Tarr: 
Senate Bill 103—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-2-31 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend and reenact §3-3-3 of said code, all relating to updating election law by 
providing language governing new election systems; and allowing voters during in-person early 
voting to change their address and vote the proper ballot without challenge. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Azinger: 
Senate Bill 104—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new chapter, designated §37D-1-1, §37D-1-2, §37D-1-3, §37D-1-4, §37D-1-5, §37D-1-
6, §37D-2-1, §37D-2-2, §37D-2-3, §37D-2-4, §37D-2-5, §37D-2-6, §37D-2-7, and §37D-2-8, all 
relating to creating the Timber Cotenancy Modernization and Majority Protection Act and the 
Unknown and Unlocatable Timber Interest Owners Act; permitting the harvest of timber by fewer 
than all the interest owners under certain conditions; providing an exception to waste and 
trespass; providing short titles; providing declarations of public policy and legislative findings; 
providing definitions; providing that consent for the lawful use and harvesting of timber by the 
persons owning an undivided three fourths of the royalty interests, as defined, in the timber estate 
is permissible, is not waste, and is not trespass; providing that nonconsenting cotenants may elect 
a harvest royalty interest or a working interest share of harvest; providing that interests owned by 
unknown or unlocatable owners be reserved, reported, and deposited in a fund hereby created, 
known as the Unknown and Unlocatable Timber Interest Owners Fund to be administered by the 
State Treasurer in conjunction with the West Virginia Uniform Unclaimed Property Act; providing 
methods for determination of leasehold and contractual terms, including reviews and 
determinations; providing liability protection for damages resulting from the lawful use or 
harvesting of timber; requiring surface use agreements in specified circumstances; providing a 
mechanism for surface owners to acquire title to certain harvested timber interests; preserving 
common law rights; providing reporting requirements and administrative duties, including civil 
penalties for noncompliance under the West Virginia Uniform Unclaimed Property Act; providing 
for rule-making authority; providing crediting of interest to owner’s accounts; and providing an 
effective date of July 1, 2020. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 105—A Bill making a supplementary appropriation of public moneys out of the 

Treasury from the balance of moneys remaining unappropriated for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2020, to the Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety, Fire Commission, fund 0436, 
fiscal year 2020, organization 0619, by supplementing and amending the appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 106—A Bill to amend and reenact §5-1-25 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to making daylight saving time the official time in West Virginia, year round. 
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Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 107—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-2-9 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to requiring satisfactory completion of a class in personal finance to graduate 
from high school. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 108—A Bill making a supplementary appropriation of public moneys out of the 

Treasury from the balance of moneys remaining unappropriated for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2020, to the Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety, Fire Commission, fund 0436, 
fiscal year 2020, organization 0619, by supplementing and amending the appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, by adding a new line item. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Palumbo: 
Senate Bill 109—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-11B-3, §7-11B-4, and §7-11B-7 of the Code 

of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §7A-2-4 of said code; and to amend 
said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §7A-2-5, all relating to incentives for 
consolidating local governments; amending the definitions of certain terms to include 
municipalities that successfully consolidated; granting additional powers to governing bodies of 
municipalities that successfully consolidated; authorizing municipalities that successfully 
consolidate additional powers related to creation of a development or redevelopment district; 
allowing consolidation of local governments to include public school districts, library districts, and 
fire districts; creating certain incentives for municipalities that consolidate; creating certain 
incentives for counties that consolidate; and creating certain incentives for municipalities and 
counties that form metro governments by consolidation. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Palumbo: 
Senate Bill 110—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §1-2-2a, relating to creating the Independent Redistricting 
Commission; designating duties of the commission; providing that members are nominated by 
State Election Commission; setting forth required traits and restrictions of members; providing for 
how commission members are appointed; setting forth a process for determining the chair of the 
commission; providing for the filling of vacancies of commission; requiring members to conduct 
an organizational meeting and select a vice chairperson; providing for the removal of a member 
for cause; providing for the filling of vacancies that may occur on commission; setting forth certain 
requirements of the commission; providing that three members constitute a quorum; providing 
that members are ineligible for public office or registration as paid lobbyist for three years after 
completing their last term on commission; requiring that commission plan and propose 
congressional and legislative districts; providing specific criteria that commission must observe in 
proposing district mappings; requiring commission to advertise a proposed draft map of districts 
to the public; permitting legislators to make inquiry of commission members regarding their 
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methodology and proposed redistrict mapping; requiring that commission publish its proposals for 
district boundaries; requiring the commission to recommend redistricting plans to the Legislature; 
authorizing a vote on the plans in an extraordinary session called by the Governor; requiring the 
full Legislature to vote on the first proposal plan ratification without amendment; setting forth a 
process for subsequent proposed plans, amendment restrictions, and vote requirements; 
authorizing the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals to make the final determination between 
three plans proposed by the Independent Redistricting Commission if the Legislature and 
Governor cannot agree; requiring that the commission certify to Secretary of State that its 
proposals for district boundaries is in accordance with constitutional and legal requirements; 
providing for reimbursement of expenses and per diem allowances for commission members; 
authorizing the commission to contract for staffing and consultants; prohibiting certain persons 
from influencing or attempting to influence district mapping proposals of the commission; and 
providing for the expiration of commission appointments. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Palumbo: 
Senate Bill 111—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-9A-2 and §16-9A-4 of the Code of West 

Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating generally to tobacco usage and e-cigarette restrictions; 
defining terms; prohibiting e-cigarettes on certain public school property by persons under the 
age of 18 at certain times; and increasing the penalty for certain tobacco-related and e-cigarette 
offenses on public school property. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Ihlenfeld: 
Senate Bill 112—A Bill to amend and reenact §6B-2-5 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to prohibiting members of the Legislature and part-time public officials from 
having an interest in public contracts under certain circumstances; requiring certain disclosures; 
and requiring the Ethics Commission to conduct oversight and make a public statement in certain 
circumstances. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 113—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-8-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §3-8-8a, all 
relating to requiring certain disclosures of election expenditures; clarifying when contributions are 
required to be disclosed; creating exceptions; clarifying that certain federal entities must make 
certain state disclosures; requiring disclosure of covered transfers; stating legislative findings; 
defining terms; providing requirements for disclosure of donations related to the transfer of certain 
sums of money related to campaign-related disbursements; requiring certain disclosures be made 
within 48 hours; specifying information required in the disclosures; clarifying the relationship 
between covered transfers and other regulated areas of election expenditures; creating a 
misdemeanor offense; and authorizing rulemaking. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 114—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §9-11-1 and §9-11-2, all relating to providing continued eligibility 
for developmental disability services to dependents of military service members; defining terms; 
establishing dependents retention of rights for developmental disability services provided 
conditions are met; providing dependents be placed on waiting list for services; establishing a 
process to reestablish services for dependent upon return to state; prohibiting payment for 
services rendered outside state; and providing for rulemaking. 

Referred to the Committee on Military; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 115—A Bill to amend and reenact §33-3-33 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to surcharge on fire and casualty insurance policies for purpose of funding 
volunteer fire departments; providing that surcharge be increased to one percent beginning 
January 1, 2020; and deleting obsolete language. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 116—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §33-3-33c, relating to creating a surcharge on fire and casualty 
insurance policies in order to relieve the burden from municipalities and counties of certain fire-
related cleanup and demolition; requiring the assessment of a surcharge on certain policies; 
creating exceptions; setting forth collection and remittance requirements; authorizing penalties; 
creating the Political Subdivisions Fire Cleanup Relief Fund; permitting municipalities and 
counties to apply to the Treasurer for a disbursement from the fund; authorizing the Treasurer to 
disburse funds; and granting rule-making authority. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 117—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §5-10-22m; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new 
section, designated §18-7A-26x, all relating to a $1,000 cost-of-living adjustment to certain 
retirees of the Public Employees Retirement System and the State Teachers Retirement System 
by June 30, 2021; and providing for the pro rata distribution of the cost-of-living adjustment to 
certain beneficiaries. 

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 118—A Bill to amend and reenact §5G-1-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to modifying the procedure certain public agencies must take in order to 
contract for certain architectural and engineering services; requiring joint discussions with 
prospective architectural or engineering firms in certain situations; permitting contract proposals 
with a fee for service from the firms; replacing the single entity negotiations with a competitive 
low-bid process; and allowing for the public agency to reject all proposed contracts and seek 
proposals from additional firms. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 
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By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 119—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-5-7 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to creating an online voters’ guide; requiring all information in the certificate of 
announcement; permitting candidates running for statewide office to submit a personal statement; 
directing the State Election Committee to create the guide; and requiring the Secretary of State 
post the voters’ guide on its website. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 120—A Bill to amend and reenact §22-10-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to the establishment of priorities for expenditures for plugging abandoned 
gas or oil wells; and to require money that results from the forfeiture of an oil and gas operator’s 
bond as a result of the operator’s failure to plug a well or otherwise comply with state statutes and 
rules to first be applied to correct or mitigate an immediate threat to the environment or hindrance 
or impediment to the development of mineral resources of this state that caused the forfeiture of 
the bond. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Senator Romano: 
Senate Bill 121—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §12-9-1, §12-9-2, and §12-9-3, all relating to creating the 
Corporate Anti-Subsidy Act; permitting West Virginia to enter into the Interstate Compact 
Agreement Prohibiting Company-Specific Subsidies; and setting a level playing field that would 
abolish the nation-wide practice of company-specific subsidies that currently pits states against 
one another. 

Referred to the Committee on Interstate Cooperation; and then to the Committee on 
Government Organization. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 122—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §4-4-1, §4-4-2, §4-4-3, §4-4-4, §4-4-5, and §4-4-6, all relating 
to the Appropriation Supremacy Act of 2020; providing title; defining appropriation; stating findings 
and purpose; establishing that appropriations by the Legislature take precedence over contrary 
directives in statute or rules; requiring liberal construction of article; and recognizing constitutional 
restrictions on appropriations. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 123—A Bill to amend and reenact §47-15-1 and §47-15-2 of the Code of West 

Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to pyramid promotional schemes; defining terms; 
prohibiting pyramid promotional schemes; allowing certain plans or operations which do not cause 
inventory loading and implement a bona fide inventory repurchase program; specifying 
requirements for recruiting literature, sales manuals, and contracts; providing that a bona fide 
inventory repurchase program is not required to apply to certain inventory; and requiring certain 
disclosures. 
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Referred to the Committee on Economic Development; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 124—A Bill to amend and reenact §31B-3-303 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to establishing that the intent and policy of the Legislature is that common 
law corporate “veil piercing” claims may not be used to impose personal liability on a member or 
manager of a limited liability company; and nullifying the Supreme Court of Appeals of West 
Virginia’s decision in Joseph Kubican v. The Tavern, LLC., 232 W. Va. 268, 752 S.E.2d 299 
(2013). 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 125—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-8B-11 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating generally to evidence in prosecution for sexual offenses; prohibiting a victim 
from being subjected to certain physical examinations; and providing that a victim’s refusal to 
undergo certain physical examinations does not preclude admission of evidence regarding other 
physical examinations. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 126—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-10-3a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended; to amend and reenact §23-5-10 of said code; to amend said code by adding thereto 
a new section, designated §23-5-11a; to amend and reenact §29A-5-4 of said code; to amend 
and reenact §29A-6-1 of said code; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, 
designated §51-2A-24; to amend and reenact §51-9-1a of said code; to amend said code by 
adding thereto a new article, designated §51-11-1, §51-11-2, §51-11-3, §51-11-4, §51-11-5, §51-
11-6, §51-11-7, §51-11-8, §51-11-9, §51-11-10, §51-11-11, §51-11-12, §51-11-13, and §51-11-
14; and to amend and reenact §58-5-1 of said code, all relating generally to the West Virginia 
Appellate Reorganization Act of 2020; terminating the Workers’ Compensation Board of Review 
and transferring duties to the Intermediate Court of Appeals; requiring board to dispose of cases 
by a certain date; requiring contested cases under State Administrative Procedures Act to go to 
the Intermediate Court of Appeals; transferring jurisdiction for review of family court final orders 
from circuit courts to Intermediate Court of Appeals; placing judges of Intermediate Court of 
Appeals under the judicial retirement system; altering the residency requirements for membership 
on the Judicial Vacancy Advisory Commission; creating the Intermediate Court of Appeals; 
providing a short title; providing legislative findings; defining terms; establishing and defining two 
geographical districts of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; requiring three-judge panels for 
proceedings; authorizing jurisdiction of the Intermediate Court of Appeals over certain matters; 
specifically excluding certain matters from jurisdiction of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; 
providing eligibility criteria for judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing that no two 
judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals may be residents of the same state senatorial district 
or of the same county; providing a process for appointment of judges to the Intermediate Court of 
Appeals to staggered judicial terms; providing that the Governor’s appointments are subject to 
Senate confirmation; providing that judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals may not be 
candidates for any elected office during judicial term; providing for temporary filling of judicial 
vacancy occurring before the expiration of an appointed judge’s term; establishing certain 
requirements for the filing of appeals to the Intermediate Court of Appeals; clarifying that an 
appeal bond may be required before appeal to the Intermediate Court of Appeals may take effect; 
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requiring the chief judge of each Intermediate Court of Appeals district to publish and submit 
certain reports to the Legislature and Supreme Court of Appeals regarding pending cases; 
authorizing filing fees; providing for deposit of filing fees in a special revenue account to fund the 
State Police Forensic Laboratory; recognizing the constitutional authority of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals to exercise administrative authority of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing 
that procedures and operations of the Intermediate Court of Appeals shall comply with rules 
promulgated by the Supreme Court of Appeals; requiring that appeals to the Intermediate Court 
of Appeals be filed with the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Appeals; providing that Intermediate 
Court of Appeals proceedings take place in publicly available facilities across the state; granting 
the Intermediate Court of Appeals discretion to require oral argument; authorizing the 
Administrative Director of the Supreme Court of Appeals to employ staff for Intermediate Court of 
Appeals operations; providing that the budget for Intermediate Court of Appeals operations shall 
be included in the appropriation for the Supreme Court of Appeals; authorizing the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals to issue opinions as binding precedent for respective districts; providing for 
discretionary review of Intermediate Court of Appeals decisions by Supreme Court of Appeals; 
authorizing an annual salary, retirement benefits, and reimbursement of expenses for judges of 
the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing for reimbursement of expenses of Intermediate Court 
of Appeals staff; providing for sunset of the Intermediate Court of Appeals on certain date unless 
continued by the Legislature; and providing that certain appeals are reviewed and a written 
decision issued by either the Intermediate Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court of Appeals, as 
a matter of right. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 127—A Bill to amend and reenact §18B-2A-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended; and to amend and reenact §18B-3C-9 of said code, all relating to authorizing a 
governing board of a state institution of higher education to eliminate tenure for faculty at the 
institution under its jurisdiction; and removing prior exemptions. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 128—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-2-10b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to increasing the criminal penalties for malicious assault, unlawful assault, 
and assault on a law-enforcement officer. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Cline: 
Senate Bill 129—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §17C-6-1a, relating to authorizing the Commissioner of the 
Division of Highways or local authorities to establish minimum speed limits in certain congested 
areas; and imposing fines. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 130—A Bill to amend and reenact §17C-5-2, §17C-5-2b, §17C-5-4, §17C-5-7, 

and §17C-5-12 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §17C-
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5A-1, §17C-5A-1a, and §17C-5A-3 of said code; to amend said code by adding thereto two new 
sections, designated §17C-5A-1b and §17C-5A-1c; to amend said code by adding thereto a new 
section, designated §17C-5C-6; and to amend and reenact §17C-19-3 of said code, all relating 
generally to the procedures for drivers’ license suspensions and revocations for driving under the 
influence of alcohol, controlled substances, or drugs; transferring authority for hearing matters 
related to suspensions or revocations of drivers’ license for operating a motor vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol, controlled substances, or drugs from the Office of Administrative 
Hearings to courts; establishing mandatory revocation periods for individuals convicted of driving 
under the influence; authorizing alternate revocation period involving participation in Motor 
Vehicle Alcohol Test and Lock Program for certain first offenses; establishing mandatory 
revocation periods for individuals upon subsequent convictions for driving under the influence; 
directing Commissioner of Division of Motor Vehicles to revoke driver’s license upon conviction 
for driving under the influence; requiring individuals whose driver’s licenses have been revoked 
upon conviction for driving under the influence to complete comprehensive safety and treatment 
program before driver’s license can be reinstated; prohibiting persons convicted of certain felonies 
from participating in Motor Vehicle Alcohol Test and Lock Program; permitting persons convicted 
of certain misdemeanors to participate in Motor Vehicle Alcohol Test and Lock Program; requiring 
driver consent prior to imposing participation in Motor Vehicle Alcohol Test and Lock Program; 
requiring any period of revocation imposed pursuant to a conviction begin once any period of 
incarceration has been served; making individuals who are found guilty of driving under the 
influence ineligible for deferral of further proceedings upon condition of participation in Motor 
Vehicle Alcohol Test and Lock Program; requiring deferral program to be completed within one 
year; prohibiting secondary test of blood without issuance of warrant signed by a magistrate or 
circuit judge; authorizing secondary test of blood with written consent; requiring that individual 
arrested for driving under the influence be advised verbally of certain consequences for refusal to 
submit to secondary chemical test; requiring that individual arrested for driving under the influence 
be given written statement informing the individual of legal consequences of taking or refusing to 
submit to secondary chemical test and informing the individual of right to receive secondary blood 
test; requiring arresting officer to wait 15 minutes before refusal considered final; requiring that, 
following an individual’s refusal to submit to secondary chemical test, an arresting officer execute 
a signed statement that the officer administered all required warnings; directing officer to submit 
copy of written statement to Commissioner of Division of Motor Vehicles and court having 
jurisdiction over charges filed against the individual; eliminating all statutory provisions authorizing 
or requiring the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles to take administrative action upon 
an individual’s driver’s license on the basis of a driving under the influence arrest absent direction 
from court; directing Bureau for Public Health to prepare report for Joint Committee on 
Government and Finance related to minimum levels of drugs and controlled substances to be 
admitted as prima facie evidence of driving under the influence and minimum levels that 
laboratories can reliably identify and measure in blood; limiting administrative jurisdiction of 
Division of Motor Vehicles and Office of Administrative Hearings to offenses occurring on or 
before June 30, 2021; providing that administrative hearings relating to refusal to undergo a 
secondary chemical test do not apply to offenses occurring on or after July 1, 2021; eliminating 
requirement for an order entered by the Division of Motor Vehicles revoking a driver’s license to 
advise of procedures for requesting administrative hearing when the offense is driving under the 
influence; limiting the right of individuals to challenge suspension or revocation of driver’s licenses 
to the issue of mistaken identity; requiring the commissioner to take corrective action if a driver’s 
license is incorrectly suspended or revoked based on mistaken identity; providing that plea of no 
contest constitutes a conviction; requiring pretrial suspension of driver’s license if individual 
refuses to submit to secondary chemical test; permitting pretrial suspension of driver’s license by 
court under certain circumstances; establishing right to request and receive hearing of suspension 
orders pending criminal proceedings in court where case is pending; setting time limits for 



38 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE [January 8 

defendant to request hearing and for hearing to be held; requiring the clerk of a court to transmit 
a copy of an order suspending or revoking a driver’s license and any surrendered license to the 
Division of Motor Vehicles; providing terms and length of pretrial license suspension; giving 
persons convicted of driving under the influence credit for pretrial suspension time against period 
of revocation imposed; authorizing court to modify pretrial suspension of driver’s license; providing 
that any period of modified pretrial driver’s license suspension is not credited against future period 
of revocation imposed; establishing the scope of review for judicial review of pretrial driver’s 
license suspension for refusal to submit to secondary chemical test; directing clerk of court to 
forward orders on refusal hearings to Division of Motor Vehicles; providing that finding of driver 
refusal is final if no hearing requested; prescribing periods of revocation for Commissioner of 
Division of Motor Vehicles to impose upon receipt of court order on refusal; directing copy of 
revocation order to be sent to person by certified mail; specifying contents of order; providing that 
revocation for refusal run concurrently with other revocation imposed as a result of same incident 
that led to refusal; making persons convicted of driving under the influence eligible for participation 
in comprehensive safety and treatment program and related reductions in length of revocation for 
successful completion thereof; establishing procedures and timeline for the Office of 
Administrative Hearings to transfer jurisdiction of certain driver’s license suspension and 
revocation matters to the courts; establishing timeline for Office of Administrative Hearings to 
transfer jurisdiction of certain driver’s license suspension and revocation matters to Division of 
Motor Vehicles; directing arresting officer to request, and driver to surrender, driver’s license upon 
arrest for driving under the influence; eliminating obsolete language; and making technical 
corrections. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Bill 131—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §18-2-25c, relating to education; creating the Tim Tebow Act; 
permitting students instructed at home, by a private tutor, or enrolled in a private, parochial, or 
church school, or a school operated by a religious order, who do not attend a school that is a 
member of the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission to participate in 
extracurricular activities that are under the authority of the commission at a school that is a 
member of the commission; providing requirements, standards, and insurance coverage; and 
providing that accommodating schools may not be impeded from competing against other 
schools. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 132—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-6A-5a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to pollution control facilities tax treatment; clarifying that wind power projects 
are not pollution control facilities for purposes of this article; and providing that wind power projects 
be taxed at the real property rate. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 133—A Bill to amend and reenact §46A-6B-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to the use of aftermarket crash parts by a motor vehicle repair shop; and 
requiring new original equipment parts be used in order to maintain the manufacturer’s warranty. 
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Smith: 
Senate Bill 134—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §49-9-1, relating to transferring child welfare enforcement 
responsibilities to the West Virginia State Police; transferring employees, funds, and property of 
the Department of Health and Human Resources to the West Virginia State Police; providing that 
transferred employees remain in the Civil Service System, continue to participate in Public 
Employees Retirement System Insurance, and continue to be covered by the Public Employees 
Insurance Act; and requiring rulemaking. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Swope: 
Senate Bill 135—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §21-5A-1, §21-5A-2, §21-5A-3, and §21-5A-4, all relating to 
prohibiting political subdivisions from enacting certain ordinances, regulations, local policies, local 
resolutions, or other legal requirements; providing a short title; defining terms; providing that 
political subdivisions may not adopt or enforce any ordinance, regulation, local policy, local 
resolution, or other legal requirement which regulates information requested, required, or 
excluded on an application for employment; providing an exception; providing that political 
subdivisions may not adopt or enforce any ordinance, regulation, local policy, local resolution, or 
other legal requirement which requires an employer to pay a wage higher than any applicable 
state or federal law; providing that political subdivisions may not adopt or enforce any ordinance, 
regulation, local policy, local resolution, or other legal requirement which requires an employer to 
pay wages or fringe benefits based on a rate prevailing in the locality; providing that political 
subdivisions may not adopt or enforce any ordinance, regulation, local policy, local resolution, or 
other legal requirement which regulates work stoppage, strike activity, or means by which 
employees organize; providing that political subdivisions may not adopt or enforce any ordinance, 
regulation, local policy, local resolution, or other legal requirement which requires an employer to 
provide paid or unpaid leave time; providing that political subdivisions may not adopt or enforce 
any ordinance, regulation, local policy, local resolution, or other legal requirement which requires 
an employer or its employees to participate in an apprenticeship or apprenticeship training 
program not required by federal or state law; providing that political subdivisions may not adopt 
or enforce any ordinance, regulation, local policy, local resolution, or other legal requirement 
which regulates an employee’s hours and scheduling; providing that political subdivisions may 
not adopt or enforce any ordinance, regulation, local policy, local resolution, or other legal 
requirement which regulates standards or requirements regarding the sale or marketing of 
consumer merchandise that are different from or in addition to state law; providing an exception; 
providing that political subdivisions may not adopt or enforce any ordinance, regulation, local 
policy, local resolution, or other legal requirement which regulates standards of care or conduct 
of certain professions; clarifying effect on prior written agreements; providing that any prohibited 
ordinance, regulation, local policy, local resolution, or other legal requirement in effect prior to the 
effective date is void; providing that the prohibitions do not apply to employees of a political 
subdivision; and clarifying the effect on the West Virginia Alcohol and Drug-Free Workplace Act. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Senator Swope: 
Senate Bill 136—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new article, designated §47-28-1, §47-28-2, §47-28-3, and §47-28-4, all relating to 
prohibiting certain misleading lawsuit advertising practices; providing for certain disclosures and 
warnings in lawsuit advertising for the protection of patients; and imposing criminal penalties. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Blair: 
Senate Bill 137—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-2-14 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to employees of local boards of health; making legislative findings; requiring 
the Legislature to provide funds to Department of Health and Human Resources to provide local 
boards of health funds for pay raises for employees when the Legislature provides funds for 
across-the-board pay raises for state employees; limiting Department of Health and Human 
Resources from using provided funds for any other purpose; requiring annual funding to continue 
pay raises; and prohibiting Department of Health and Human Resources from placing additional 
restrictions or obligations on provided funds. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Blair: 
Senate Bill 138—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-11B-3, §7-11B-4, and §7-11B-7 of the Code 

of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §7A-2-4 of said code; and to amend 
said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §7A-2-5, all relating to incentives for 
consolidating local governments; amending the definitions of certain terms to include 
municipalities that successfully consolidated; granting additional powers to governing bodies of 
municipalities that successfully consolidated; authorizing municipalities that successfully 
consolidate additional powers related to creation of a development or redevelopment district; 
allowing consolidation of local governments to include public school districts, library districts, and 
fire districts; creating certain incentives for municipalities that consolidate; creating certain 
incentives for counties that consolidate; and creating certain incentives for municipalities and 
counties that form metro governments by consolidation. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Blair: 
Senate Bill 139—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-5-22 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend and reenact §22-16-4 of said code, all relating to shifting funding from 
the Landfill Closure Assistance Fund to local solid waste authorities. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Blair: 
Senate Bill 140—A Bill to amend and reenact §6-7-5 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to changing the rate at which certain judges are paid for mileage when traveling 
within the state. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 
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By Senator Blair: 
Senate Bill 141—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-10-3a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended; to amend and reenact §23-5-15 of said code; to amend and reenact §29A-5-4 of 
said code; to amend and reenact §29A-6-1 of said code; to amend and reenact §51-9-1a of said 
code; to amend said code by adding thereto a new article, designated §51-11-1, §51-11-2, §51-
11-3, §51-11-4, §51-11-5, §51-11-6, §51-11-7, §51-11-8, §51-11-9, §51-11-10, §51-11-11, §51-
11-12, and §51-11-13; and to amend and reenact §58-5-1 of said code, all relating generally to 
the West Virginia Appellate Reorganization Act of 2020; creating an Intermediate Court of Appeals 
in West Virginia; providing that the Judicial Vacancy Advisory Commission shall assist the 
Governor in filling judicial vacancies in the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing that petitions 
for review of final decisions of the Workers’ Compensation Board of Review must be made to the 
Intermediate Court of Appeals and that petitioners have a right to review in such court; providing 
that the Supreme Court of Appeals has discretion to review final decisions of the Intermediate 
Court of Appeals in workers’ compensation claims; providing that the Workers’ Compensation 
Board of Review may continue to certify questions of law directly to the Supreme Court of Appeals; 
requiring that appeal of contested cases under State Administrative Procedures Act be made to 
the Intermediate Court of Appeals; placing judges of Intermediate Court of Appeals under the 
judicial retirement system; establishing the Intermediate Court of Appeals by a certain date; 
providing a short title; providing legislative findings; defining terms; requiring a three-judge panel 
for proceedings; authorizing jurisdiction of the Intermediate Court of Appeals over certain matters; 
excluding certain matters from jurisdiction of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing 
eligibility criteria for judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing a process for initial 
appointment of judges to the Intermediate Court of Appeals to staggered judicial terms, and to 
10-year terms on the expiration of terms thereafter; providing for the filling of vacancies in 
unexpired judicial terms by appointment; providing that the Governor’s appointments are subject 
to Senate confirmation; providing that judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals may not be 
candidates for any elected public office during judicial term; establishing certain requirements for 
the filing of appeals to the Intermediate Court of Appeals; clarifying that an appeal bond may be 
required before appeal to the Intermediate Court of Appeals may take effect; requiring the Chief 
Judge of the Intermediate Court of Appeals to publish and submit certain reports to the Legislature 
and Supreme Court of Appeals regarding pending cases; authorizing filing fees; providing for 
deposit of filing fees in a special revenue account to fund the State Police Forensic Laboratory; 
recognizing the constitutional authority of the Supreme Court of Appeals to exercise 
administrative authority over the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing that procedures and 
operations of the Intermediate Court of Appeals shall comply with rules promulgated by the 
Supreme Court of Appeals; requiring that appeals to the Intermediate Court of Appeals be filed 
with the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Appeals; providing that Intermediate Court of Appeals 
proceedings shall take place in publicly available facilities as arranged by the Administrative 
Director of the Supreme Court of Appeals; granting the Intermediate Court of Appeals discretion 
to require oral argument; authorizing the Administrative Director of the Supreme Court of Appeals 
to employ staff for Intermediate Court of Appeals operations; providing that the budget for 
Intermediate Court of Appeals operations shall be included in the appropriation for the Supreme 
Court of Appeals; authorizing the Intermediate Court of Appeals to issue opinions as binding 
precedent for lower courts; providing for discretionary review of Intermediate Court of Appeals 
decisions by Supreme Court of Appeals; authorizing an annual salary, retirement benefits, and 
reimbursement of expenses for judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; providing for 
reimbursement of expenses of Intermediate Court of Appeals staff; providing that certain appeals 
are reviewed and a written decision issued by either the Intermediate Court of Appeals or the 
Supreme Court of Appeals as a matter of right; removing obsolete language from the code; and 
making technical corrections to the code. 
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 142—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-7-6e of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to expanding the Coyote Control Program by providing for an assessment on 
breeding cows; providing an option for owners of breeding cows not to participate in the program; 
requiring notice; and setting forth a purpose. 

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 143—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-21-21 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to changing the qualifier for low income to 300 percent or less of the federal 
poverty guideline from 150 percent or less of the federal poverty guideline for a senior citizens’ 
homestead tax credit. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 144—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-5-17 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to making it a misdemeanor for a person to impede or obstruct a law-
enforcement officer in the conduct of an investigation of a misdemeanor who knowingly and 
willfully makes a materially false statement; establishing a penalty; and making a technical 
correction. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 145—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-2-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended; and to amend and reenact §17B-2-1 of said code, all relating to permitting photo 
identification on voter registration identification cards; and providing that voter registration and 
designation information may also be placed on drivers’ licenses or state-issued identification 
cards, if so determined by the Secretary of State in cooperation with the Commissioner of Motor 
Vehicles. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 146—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §5-10-22m; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new 
section, designated §18-7A-26x, all relating to establishing a minimum monthly retirement annuity 
of $750 for those retirants with 20 or more years of credited service. 

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 147—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto a new section, designated §41-3-12, relating to providing that any next of kin who is 
criminally responsible for the death of a relative may not be involved in the decedent’s burial 
arrangements. 
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 148—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding 

thereto six new sections, designated §17-30-1, §17-30-2, §17-30-3, §17-30-4, §17-30-5, and §17-
30-6, all relating to creating the Road Maintenance Program; providing for legislative intent; 
providing for certain maintenance activities to be performed by private contractors; providing for 
payment; providing for purchasing requirements; providing for reports and audit reviews; providing 
an effective date; and providing severability. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Sypolt: 
Senate Bill 149—A Bill to amend and reenact §17-16A-29 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to including emergency response vehicles in the single fee program for EZ 
Pass transponders. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Senator Trump: 
Senate Joint Resolution 1—Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of 

West Virginia, amending section nine, article IV thereof, relating to the impeachment of officials; 
providing that courts have no authority or jurisdiction to intercede in or interfere with impeachment 
proceedings of the House of Delegates or the Senate; specifying that a judgment rendered by the 
Senate following an impeachment trial is not reviewable in any court of this state; numbering and 
designating such proposed amendment; and providing a summarized statement of the purpose 
of such proposed amendment. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Smith 
Senate Joint Resolution 2—Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of 

West Virginia, amending section one-b, article X thereof, relating to exempting veterans who are 
100 percent disabled from paying ad valorem real property taxes; numbering and designating 
such proposed amendment; and providing a summarized statement of the purpose of such 
proposed amendment. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Tarr: 
Senate Joint Resolution 3—Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of 

West Virginia, amending section 22, article III thereof, relating to the right to keep and bear arms; 
prohibiting restriction of this amendment by state or local government; numbering and designating 
such proposed amendment; and providing a summarized statement of the purpose of such 
proposed amendment. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Senator Takubo, at 12:22 p.m., the Senate recessed for five minutes for the 
purpose of holding a meeting of the Committee on Rules at the rostrum. 
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The Senate reconvened at 12:28 p.m. and, at the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous 
consent being granted, returned to the fourth order of business. 

Senator Carmichael (Mr. President), from the Committee on Rules, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Rules has had under consideration 

Senate Resolution 4, Amending Senate Rule 15 relating to bill and resolution introduction. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it be adopted. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

    Mitch Carmichael, 
     Chairman ex officio. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution (S. R. 4) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Rules was taken up for immediate 
consideration. 

The question being on the adoption of the resolution, the same was put and prevailed. 

Pending announcement of meetings of standing committees of the Senate, 

On motion of Senator Takubo, at 12:31 p.m., the Senate recessed until 6:45 p.m. today. 

The Senate reconvened at 6:45 p.m. today. 

The hour of 7 p.m. having arrived, that being the time set for the joint assembly to hear the 
address of His Excellency, the Governor, the Senate recessed until five minutes after adjournment 
of the joint assembly. Members of the Senate then repaired in a body to the hall of the House of 
Delegates. 

*** 

(NOTE: For formal procedure in the joint assembly and the address of His Excellency, the 
Governor, the Honorable Jim Justice, see the Journal of the House of Delegates for this day.) 

__________ 

The joint assembly having been dissolved, at 8:35 p.m., the Senate returned to its chamber 
and resumed its regular session. 

Executive Communications 

Senator Carmichael (Mr. President) presented the following communication from His 
Excellency, the Governor, submitting the executive budget and annual budget bill, which was 
received and read by the Clerk:
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Subsequently, Senator Carmichael (Mr. President) laid before the Senate the aforementioned 
annual budget bill, 

By Senators Carmichael (Mr. President) and Prezioso (By Request of the Executive): 
Senate Bill 150—A Bill making appropriations of public money out of the Treasury in 

accordance with section 51, article VI of the Constitution. 

Which was read by its title and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Senator Takubo, at 8:36 p.m., the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, Thursday, 
January 9, 2020, at 11 a.m. 

____________ 



 ANNOUNCED SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
 Regular Session 2020 
 
 __________ 
 
 Thursday, January 9, 2020 
 
 9:30 a.m. Finance (Room 451M) 
 
 10 a.m. Judiciary (Room 208W) 
 
 3 p.m. Finance (Room 451M) 


