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Dear Delegate Upson: 

Karen L. Bowling 
Cabinet Secretary 

This correspondence is in response to your request for out-of-state EBT (Electronic 
Benefit Transfer) transactions for both SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program) and TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families). The information that 
is being provided reflects the number of transactions and dollar amounts for each . 
program in addition to program guidelines and data explanation for a more thorough 
analysis. 

The attached two charts include an overall summary of completed SNAP and 
TANF transactions conducted outside the borders of WV using WV-issued EBT cards in· 
each state during the period of November 1, 2014 through October 31, 2015. The 
charts reflect all completed transactions, including transactions made using EBT cards 
as well as manually completed transactions. Completed EBT transactions are debits to 
the cardholder accounts, so the total expenditures of benefit dollars are reported as 
negative numbers on the attached charts. 

The total amount of SNAP benefits for the designated timeframe was 
$457,212,035 of which $52,512,093 or 11.49% were attributed as out of state 
transactions of 1,250.891. The total amount of TANF benefits for the designated 12 
month period was $29,450,693 of which $2,158,630 or 26,749 transactions (ie:7.33%) 
were out of state. The five states bordering WV (MD, KY, OH, PA, VA), accounted for 
89.91% of the total dollar amount of out of state SNAP transactions. The fact that 30 of 
WV's 55 counties adjoin bordering state coupled with the essentially rural nature of most 
of WV's counties, may be a driving factor in the volume of transactions conducted in 
neighboring states. 



In considering this data, it is important to note that the USDA Food and Nutrition 
Service mandated via its 2003 rule on Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) Systems 
lnteroperability and Portability that each State agency implement the functionality for 
nationwide interoperability of their EBT systems and portability of electronically-issued 
food stamp benefits. Furthermore, this rule also requires that retailers must participate 
in neighboring states' EBT systems via a manual voucher process when the system is 
down or if the retailer is not equipped with a Point of Sale device. 

Please review the information that has been provided and if you have any 
questions, do not hesitate to contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

~L.BowHog 
Cabinet Secretary 
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