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RIPI;EY VOLIJNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

EXITCOMERENCE

We held an exit coder€nc€ o! March 3, 2@6 with the cun€nt Assisaanr Chief of the Ripley

Volunh€r Fire D€partment and the R@ft was reviewed and discussed.
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RIPI;EY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

INTRODUCTION

ToprovideadditioDal rEv€nue fortbe EuDicipal fiEmm'spsrsion ard rBlief fundsmd

for volutesr aad part volunt€er oompmies and d€'partn€na, the wedt vfuginia I€gislatue lovied

uder Chrpter 33, Article 3, Section l4d of the West Virginia Codg, as aaended in 2001, an

additiolal prsmium tax equal to one percenr ofthe axable premiums collectBd for fire insuraacs aad

casalty insurance policies. Under this section of tle Code, volun&er and part volunte€r fiIe

d€parbcx€qfr rhet are c€rtified by the Siat€ Fire Ma$bal plior !o each quart€rly allocation, aI€ to

receive 25 ptrc€nt ofthe rcvqru€s g€nerated by this pr€raium hx.

h I 99, !o prcvide additional r€vmuo for the nunicipal firenan's pension aad relief

fuJds md forvolEtE€r and part volurteer compmies and departnents, tbe W€$t ViBinia l€gis1aftrs

Ievied undsr tho pmvi6ioDs of Chapier 33, Alticle 12c, Section 9 ofthe West Virgirie Codo, as

anerded, a ex €qual to four perce* ofthe gres premiums and feos on excess line policie* These

mon€ys arc b b€ distibued in accordanc€ with the pmvision ofcbqtsr 33, Article 3, Section 144

a8 arnetded.

The west virginia l€gislaare again povided additioal rev€'nne for the volmt€€rand

p6t volmt€€r firc deparheffs by authorizing, under CbrpEr 33, tuticle 3, Sestion 33 of the W€st

Virginia Code, as anended in 200 I , a policy such,rgp equal o oae percvrt ofthe axablo premiums

paid by policyholden of any fiIe iqsumlce policy or casualty irsumnce poli€y. Uader this s€ction

of the fuq 50 perc€nt of the moneJ,B ooU€ctld are to be dishibut€d to thoss vollmt'sr ard port

volureer fire dBp€rtm€nts and companies certified by the State Fire Malslat befop €ach quarbrly

allocatio!"



Cbsptei 33, futicle 3, Sectiols I4dand 33 pmvide thstthe vohffi€r firc d€part@ents

receive distributiors on an equal sh'ls basis and p€rt voluntrsr fte d€partn€nts receive a reduced

amormt based on the ratio of firll-tine paid fircfigbters who are m€dnbel3 of the nmicipal firemeir's

pensio! syst€m to the total nurber of the members ofthe firc d€partm€nL Tho mon€ys arc to be

distribued qualterly or the first day ofthe months ofJanuary, April, July and October ofeach year.

To r€osive these funds, the volu.lteer and part volunlr€r fte companiea and

deparments mr.rst comply with the following provisiors of Cbspt€r 8, tuticle 15, S€ction ta of tbg

W€st Vnginia Code, as amqrded

'(a) SubmitandmrinteincuTentsubmissionofftelossdatalo tbe
stalg frg marshal" incluai'g verification, by nohized sbMsnt, ifro
fte loss has @urred;
O) Complororbe in the process ofreceiving firefightr[s trainhg"
includiag section one of the West Virginia University fire service
ext€Dsion c its equivaleDt Such firc cofipany or d€'partm€nt must
haye at lea.st t€n m€rnb€rs oertifed as having complercd such training
or if a volmtec fire cmpary or dqartment has ts€nty or few€r
nembers, fifty perc€nt of the activ€ vollmb€r m€mbers must havo
cornplel€d such Faining; and
(c) Conply with all qplicable f€d8ral ed state IawB.-

The kgislafte placed r€shictions on the use of these additional revenues by the

volunteer fto deparments uqd€r Chqter E, tuticle 15, Section 8b of ths West Virginia Code, as

am€nd€d March 8, 2000, which stat€s:

'Revenr€s allocar€d b volud€€r and p€rt voluntcor fire compaaies
aad departoents may be expended only for tbe it€m8 list€d in
subdivisiors (a) tbrough ft) ofthis section. Funds r€ceiv€d fron tb€
state foryolunJ€smd partvolurtrsrfirc compani$ ard depoltnqrb,
pr.Esuant !o s€ctioDs fourteend aad thirtftbree, afticle tbres, md
s€ction sixte€n-a, acticle twelve, all ofcbrpter thifly-tbr€o ofthis code,
may not b€ ooomingl€d with funds received tom my otber souce.
Expenditr€B nay bo mads for the following:
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(a) Persoralpmtediveeguipn€rf,includingpmtectiveh€adgBar,
buDksr ooats, pants, booe, combination ofburker pm ard booal
coaa ard glov6;
O) Equipment for conpliance with the nationd fire protectioa
staldard for automotive firo apporatus, NFPA-1901;
(c) Compliance with insurarce service office recoDm€[datios
relrring !o firc departE€nts;
(O R€scuo equi@ed, conmudcdios equipnmrmd ambulance
equipn€nt Mdd,Tbatrcnsrcya r€csiv€d from the municipal
pensims and protectior fimd or the fte proection fi]nd may bs us€d
for equipn€nt for p€rs@al vehicles owned or opcatsd by volurreer
firc company or d€partmsd memb€rs;
(s) Capital improvements r€asonably requircd fG effective and
efrci€nt fir€ pmtaction s€r9ice ard rnrintan'nca of &e cqital
iriFoveDretft;
(D Rett€rnent ofdebts:
G) Paynent ofrEility bils;
(h) Payment of the cost of immunizations, including any
labcatory work incidentlo tho ilrmmiztions, for ntefgntelB again$
h€patitis-b and oth€r blood bome pathogens: ProideL That the
vaccine shall bepurchased though the stat€ inmnni-ri6n ppgs6 6
&on t!€ low€st cost v€ndor availablq Provided, howevq, Tfu
voluDteq ad part volunteer fte compaaies and deparments shall
s€ek b ob@in no co6t '.1'niniRhation ofthg vacsinado$ trcugh local
boards ofhealth Proin"nrto&e4Tbat in the ev€nt anyvohmtesr or
part volunteer fire compmy or d€partusnt is ulable io obtain no cost
r.kninistprion of the vaccinadols tbrough a lwl board ofhealth, the
colrpary or d€partmmt shall seek to obtain the low€sf cost avaikbls
for ths adniaistntion ofthe vaccinations Am a [cens€d health carB
plovider;
(D Ary filing f€e reqELed b be poid ro the legislatirc auditot's
office under section fourteen [$ 12-414], article four, chrpter twelve
of this code relating to sivom statments of aonual expenditures
subnited by volunteer or part volunte€r fiI€ compad€s or
deparments th* rscsive shte funds or gr@;
6) Property/casualty irsurance premiums for protestion and
indenniffcation against loss or damagp or liability; ard
(k) Opsrating qp@ses FasoDablyFquiEd in the nolmal coulBe
of pmvidirg efective aad efficient firc proection s€rvics, which
includ8, but arc not limited !o, gssoline, b€* fe€s, posiagp and
accounthg cosb."(Ctapler 33, Article I 2 was amend€d on March 9,
?l0.2;@q1gf33, Amclo 12, Sestion I @ b€came Chapter 33, tuticlo
l2c, Section 9.)
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Priorto the March 8,2000 an€ndnent, Cbspt€r 8, tuticle 15, Section Eb did notallow

Operating exp€ns€s a8 described ia subsection (k) nor did the law Fobibit tho conmingling ofthe

firuds with frInds ton oth€r sourc€s.

Aqvr 12, Aficle 4, Section 14 ofthe West virginia Code, as amonde4 r€quir$ m

audit at the co6't of the gantee, by aD irdQerdert certified public acco@ot, of corporaiions,

asseiations or otler organizations which receive Stat€ fitnds or gra6 in the amouDt of$ I 5,@ or

more. The audit must be fil€d within two y€ars ofthe disbursmsnt ofthe fund8 or gBnts by the

graoee. The L€gistatEe aflsnd€d this se.dion ofthe Cods ef€ctive June 9, 195, pmviding an

altemative to a! ardit fd volutrtsc fiIe depdh€nts. ln lisu ofan audit, volunte€r fiIe d€,paren€nts

may file a se.om stalemsnt of mual qpendihEes along with a flilg fee of sev€ntffive dolkrs to

tho Legislative Auditor's OmcE on or before February 14, ofech yea.r.

The Lrgidaturs am€nd€d this s€ction of the Code agair, effective March 8, 2@, to

include a Fovision for ponalties should a deprment fail b submit timely the amual rtatmsnt of

€xpendihrB or an audit nado by an ind€pod€nt certified public accounanr An additioal filing

fee oftwenty-five dollar8 sbau b€ included with the sworn sal€m€nt ofannual €xp€ndiarg iftho

$alement is submified betwee! th€ fitesnrh day of Februrry md the fifteenth dat of N4arcb. An

additional fiting fee of finydollars sball be included with the swcn $atementofauual exptoditues

if the $ar6not is submitled behve€n the sixt€qrth day of March and the fifteoh day of April. If

the swcn shteBqrt is not submitEd on or beforc the fifte€nth day of April the volunteer fire

department sball file m ardit ofth disburs€n€nt offinds, nade by @ iDdepend€nt certifi€d public

aooountant, with the l€gislative Auditor's Office no latet' thrn the fint day ofJdy. The audit sball

be made at the cost ofthe voluntesr fiIe departn€nl Ifths audit is not filed by the first day ofJuly,
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the Irgistative Auditor shall notify the $are ftas:!€r who shall witihold payE€Df ofone thoueard

doUars fom any amount tbat would otherwise be disribured to the firc d€pa$m€oL Ifthe deparh€nt

do€3 not timely fil€ a swcn $at€m€d of aDnual expetdiar€s or aa audit of thg dishmm€mt of

fimds! nade by an ind€p€nd€nt cfitifed public accormtmt, \trith tho kgislative Audiior's Offic€ for

thrce colseqtrive y€a$, the I€gislative Audiior sball notiry the tearurerwho sbaU witbhold pa,'n€rf

of arly amouat thal would otberwi8e bo disribu6d to tbe firc departnent

&^ptsr 12, Aficlo 4, Section 14 as amode4 March E, 2000, plovides tbat tho

l€gislative Audilor nay perform rardom audits ofthe volutesr fig d€part@.€ots. This secti@ also

requires tbat the voluntesr fiI3 d€paftn€d sbal coop€rate with the L6gi81ativ€ Audibr's Office in

porfoming tbeir duties undtr this section $ the L€gislative Auditor detemin€s a volunteer firc

d€eartn€nJ is not coopeiating the legislative auditor ihrll nodry the state treasurer who shall

witbhold pa),m€st ofaay aslount tbat would oth€r*ise bo distributed to &e de!fftn€d uotil such

dtns trqt &s bgislative Auditor informs tho teasur€r that &e firc depatnem ha8 coopemted a8

rcquir€d by this section
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RIPIJY VOLTJNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

GENERALREMARKS

Itrtroducdon

We bave completed a disbunsmcnt audit ofthe Ripley Volunte€r Fhe Department

(D€partumt). The audit cowred th€ y€ars ended Dec€mbor 31, 2003, Dec€Nlber 31,2N2, @d

Decmb€r 3l, 2001.

Dbblrsemsnt Statement and Bar* Accourt

During our audit of the Ripley VollmtEe! Fire D€paftn€nt Amual Statemeob of

Expeodiar€s for the l'ears endcd D€c€mb€r 31,2003, Dec€Nlbsr 31,2001and Decembc 31,2001,

we noted no ir$mce of nmconpliance with Chapter 8, tuticle I 5, Section 8b oftho West Vrginia

Code, as am€nde4 exc€'pt for the D€partnent d(po3ited State fimds in a cb€cking acoount with funds

Aom other sources.

DBe to ths conmingling of firndg we w€le wublo to dsoormine why the're were

edditional diff€rencs between the audited amount and the aoount r@orted by tho Depatu€mt on

theirAmual Statem€ntofExp€ndih.Ees" We rccoEm€nd the Ripl€yvolmtosrfft Deprtmentsourp

a separate b€ok account for State ffrnds ody.
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RIPLDT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITIJRES

YEAR ENDED DBCEMBER 3T, 2(lO3

CbqEr t, tuticle 15, Section 8b(b)

Cbspter t, Article I 5, Sectioo 8b(c)

Chspt€r 8, tuticle 15, S€ction EqO

Chapter 8, Article 15, Section tb(e)

Chrpb 8, tuticle 1 5, Section 8b(f;

ChrpFr 8, tuticle I 5, Sectio! EbG)

Cb4tc 8, Article I 5, Section 8bft)

Toal Disburserrene for Year
Ended Decenber 31,2@3 923.3n"& vE3-J2 $30E92

VFD

$ 500.00

497E.5O

1,744.t6

290.04

18,700.E7

1,45E.8E

659.99

AUDTT

$ 500.00

497t.s0

t,@7.86

2n.M

18,7@.t7

1,655

2t1.20

DIFTERENCES

$ 0.00

0.@

136.50

0.00

0.00

Q06.tn

37t.79
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RIPI;EY VOLTJNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

STATEMENT OF EXPENDMURF,S

YEAR EITDED DBCEMBER 31, 2UN

VFD AUDIT I'IFFERENCBS

Ch&ptlr E, Afticlo 15, S€ction 8b(f) 530.14524 530.145.24 $0.00

Total Disburssnsfs for Y€ar
Ended Decmber 3 I , 2@2 539J45l14. $10J4524 $0.00
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RIPI.DT VOLIJNIE.ER FIRE DEPARTMENT

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES

YEAR ENDED DBCEMBER 31, 2OOT

vFD ATJDIT DIFTERENCES

Chapter 8, Article 15, Sectjon tb(f) 526.756.82 526.756.82 S 0.00

Total Dirbu$€m€'nts For Year
Endcd Dec€rob€r 31, 2001 S25J&A2 $6J5SS2 $__0.00

Total DisburB€rrsrts For Y€arB Ended
Decemb€r 31,2@3, Decemb€r 31,
2002, and Dec€Nlb€r 31, 2001 $E1ZH,ZO S496.UE @0&2I
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

OFFICE OF Tm LBGISIIITIVE AUDITOR. T() wITl

I, Th€dfttrd L Sbaoklin, CPA, Dircctor of the I€gislative P6t Audit DivisioD, do

h€reby csdry that tbe rcport appended hercto was nade mdtr my dt€ction and $pqvision, undsr

the FovisioDs ofthe w€st virgiria Code, Chapter 12, Article 4, Section 14, as amsde4 &d tbet the

saEe is a hEe atrd con€ct copy ofsaid rcpoIL

Giv€n und€r my brnd this il& day of Qoa.o,*',0nt 20ff'.

l€gislativo Post Audit Dvision

Copy fbrflsd€d to ths Secrstary ofthe Departneot of Adninifiatio! !o be filed as

a public record. Copies fonraded 0o Ripley VolunE€r Fite D€,partuonq Cov€rnor; Atlqney

G€neEl; Siat€ Auditor; Dr€ctor of Finmce Dvision, DepartEest of Adniristration; State File

Marshal; PrG€cuting Atomey, Jackson Coulty; an4 County Clerk, Jackron County.

brd L Sbsrklia CPA Dircctor
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