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The ,Joint Committee on covernment and Finance:

In compliance with the provisions of t.he West Virginia Code,Chapter 12, Arti-c]e 4, Section 14. as amended, we have -audited thedisbursements of the ]_rester Vol-unteer Fire Department.

our audit covers the years ended December 31, 199G and 1995. Theresul-ts of the audir are set forth on the following pages oi thisreport .

,41' tne
Ur;L"tz;rd L. 'Shanklin, CpA, Director

Leg isf ative Post Audit Division
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LESTER VOLI'NTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

EXIT CONFERENCE

We held an exlt conference on August 2I , I9gg, with the current
Fire Chief, Frank Mat.ics, of the Lester Volunteer Fit e Department

and the Report was revlewed and discusseo.
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IJESTER VOtt r{IEER FrRE DEPARTIT{ENT

INTRODUCTION

To provide additional revenue for the municipal firemen,s
pension and relief funds and for vol-unteer and part vofunteer
companies and departments, the West Virginia Legis-Lature, in 19g1,

levied under Chapter 33, Article 3, Section 14d of the West

Virginia Code, as amended, an additional premiurn tax equal co one

percent of the gross direct premiums coflected for fire insurance
and casualty i,nsurance poli-cies, under this section of the code,

volunteer and part vofunteer fire departments are to receive 25

percent of the revenues generated by this premium tax.
h 1992, the West Virginia Legis_lature again provided

additionaf revenue for the volunteer and part vofunteer fire
departments by authorizing, under Chapter 33, Article 3, Section 33

of the West Virginia Code, as amended, a policy surcharge equa.L to
one percent of the gross direct premium paid by policyholders of
any fire and casua.Ity insurance policy, Under this section of the

code, 50 percent of the moneys colrected are to be distri-buted on

an equal share basis to those volunteer and part volunteer fire
departments and companies certified annually to the State
Treasurer's office by the State Fire Marshal-. part volunteer fire
departments receive a reduced amount based on the ratio of fuff-
time paid firefighters who are rnembers of the municipa_I firemenrs
pension system to the totaf number of the members of the fire
department.
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During the yea.r ended June 30, 1995, the State Treasurer,

under the provisions of Chapcer 8, Articl-e 15, Sections 8-a and 8-

b, of the West Virginia Code, as amended, al_l-ocated and distributed

$21-,104 .38 to approximateLy 415 eligible vofunteer and pa.rt

vofunteer f-lre departments and companies in [4est Virginia. Under

the same sections of the Code, the State Treasurer all-ocated and

distributed 523,443.89 to eligible vofunteer and part vofunteer

fire departments and companies in West Virginia during the year

ended June 30, 1996.

To recei-ve the additionaf revenues, the vol-unteer and

part vofunteer fire companies and departments must comp.ly with the

following provisions of Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8a of the

West Virginia Code, as amended:

" (a) Subnit and maintain current submission of
fire foss data to the state fire marshaf,
incl- uding varifi^.1-i^h hrr nnl-:ri zarl
statement, if no fire loss has occurred;
/L\ .^n^l ^f ^ be i n f he nro.-ess OfP!vesr.
receiving firefighters training, incl uding
section one of the West Virginia unlversity
fire service extension or its equivalent.
Such fire company or department must have at
feast ten members certified as havlng
comp-Ieted such tra.ining or if a vofunteer fire
company or department has twenty or fewer
members, fifty percent of the active vol_unteer
members must have completed such training; and
(c) Comply with all applicable federa-I and
state faws . "
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The Leqisl-ature pfaced restrictions on the use of these

additionaf .revenues by the vofunteer fire departments under Chapter

8, Art.icle 15, Section 8b of the West Virginia Code, as amended,

which states:

"Revenues affocated to vofunteer and part
rr.rl rrnf aor f i ro nnmn.ani ac anrl .lAhrrl- mant<-,F-- -...-.. -i may
be expended only for the items listed in
errhdi rri qi.'\nc /^\ i-hr^r).rh f -i) nf rhis scn!i96.

YLL \)'

Srrr-h c:<ncndi 1- rrraq mav hc madc for the
following:
(a) Persona] protective equipment, including

nr.\f a/-f i \/a ha:d hrrnlzar /-^rl- a n.nr- e

boots, combination of bunker pants and boots,
coats and gloves;
/h) Edrlinmanf fnr a^-nli =--^ '.'i l- l-' the

h -l- i ^h i r fi r^ ^-otection standard or
automotive fire apparatus, NFPA-1901;
1r-l Comnl i:nr-c r^r i t- h lnguranqe Serviqe Of fice
recommendations relating to fire departmentsi
/.'l \ P a c /-,,6 equl.pment, communications
equipment and ambufance equipment: Provided,
That no moneys received from the municipa.L
pensions and protection fund o.r the fire
protection fund may be used for equipment for
nar<nn: l rrohi nl a< aurnorl ^^ar.l- a..l huvl/!!se!e v1

vofunteer fire company or department members;
(e) Capital, improvements reasonabfy required
for effective and efficient fire p.rotection
servi-ce and maintenance thereof;
(f) Retirement of debts;
/a\ P^\rmahr- ^f ,rt- i I i rrr hi I I c.\Y]
(h) Payment of the cost of immunizations,
i nr-l rrr'l i nn en\/ I ah.\rai-^r\/ wnrlr i n.ident
thoraf^ far fi rofirrhj-crs A.r^i nqt hanal-itiS-b
and other blood borne pathogens: Provided,
That the vaccine shaIl be purchased through
the state immunization proqram or from the
lowest cost vendor avail-ab1e:
hnr.rattar Th.et rrnl rrnf ecr and narf \r.1l1rnteeI
fi re comnani es and rlanarl-manf q qhal I cFek to
obtain no cost adm.inistration of the
vaccinations through l-ocal boards of health:
Provided further, That in the event any
\r^l rrhl- 66r 

^r 
nrrt- \7^l rrhtaar f i ra anmnrr-r-_ __...r-*.)y or



department 1s unable to obtain no cost
administration of the vaccinations through a
local board of health, the company or
department shaff seek to obtain the l-owest
cost availab]e for the administration of the
vacci-nations from a licensed health care
provi de r;
(i) Any filing fee required to be paid to the
legislatlve auditor's office under section
fourteen, lS12-4-L4), article four, chapter
twel-ve of this code refating to s"orn
statements of annual expenditures submitted by
vofunteer or part vofunteer fire companies or
departments that receive state funds o.r
grants; and
(j) Property/casuafty insurance premiums for
protection and lndemnification asainst l-oss or
damage or liability. "

Chapter 12, Article 4, Section 1,4 of the West Virqinia
Code, as amended, requires an audit at the cost of the g-rantee, by

an independent certified public accountant, of corporat-rons,

associatj-ons or other organizations which receive State funds or

grants in the amount of $15,000 or more. The audit must be filed
within two years of the disbursemenc of the frrncis or .tr:nf s lrrr fha

The Legisfature amended this section of the Code

af fonf i \/a ._L,h6 O 1OOq ^-^,,i-ll^^ ^^ -1rsr'\, a,, -,cernative to an audit for
volunteer fire departments, In lieu of an audit, volunteer fire
.l^^- -!*^-+ ^ueparEmenrs may rrre a sworn st.atement of annual expenditures to
the LegisLative Auditor's Office on or before Februarv 14, of each

year. The Legisl-ative Auditor may perform random audits of the
rrnl rrnl- aar f i ra dan: --___ _,F*-tmenES.
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LESTER VOI"T'NTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

GEIiIEF.AI, REMERKS

Introduction

We have completed a disbursement audit of the Lester

Vol trnteer Fi re Denaltment. The aUdit ..)\rFrq fhF \/Fa rs ended

Decernber 3I, L996 and December 3I , 1"995.

Disbursement StateBent

The Lester Vol-unteer Fire Depa.rtment fifed annual

financial statements of disbursements for the vears ended December

31, 1996 and December 31, l-995 totafing $66,624.35. During our

arrdiI nf i-ha \/alr cndad |]cncmhar ?1 lqqq Statement we noted a downsrrL I es!

payment on a fire truck which incfuded the 1994 al-Iocation of

$2L,476.08 and the 1995 al-l-ocation of $21,,'104.38, for a total of

$43,f80.46. The disbursement of $23,443.89 on the year ended

December 31, 1995 financial statement was directly applied as a

Ioan payment on the fire truck. During our audit, we noted no

instance of non-compliance with Chapter 8, Articfe 15, Section 8b

of the West Virginia Code.
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LESTER VOLIJNTEf,R FIRE DEPARTMENT

FORTHE YEARS ENDED

DECEMBER 31, 1996 AND 1995

LESTER
VT'D AUDIT DIFFERENCE

December 31. 1996

Disbursements:

Chapter 8, Article 15' Section 8b (a)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (b)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (c)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (d)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (e)

Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (f)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (g)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (h)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (i)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (i)

December 31. 1995

Disbursements:

Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (a)

Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (b)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (c)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (d)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (e)

Chapter 8, Article 15' Section 8b (f)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (g)

Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (h)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (i)
Chapter 8, Article 15, Section 8b (i)

Total Disbursements For The Years
Ended December 31. 1996 and 1995

$ 0.00
23,443.89

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

23,443.89

0.00
43,180.46

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

43.180.46

$66.62435

0.00
23,443,89

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

23,443.89

0.0m.00
43,180.46

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

43.180.46

s66-624.35

$0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

$!uD
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SEATE OF YIEST VIRGINIA

OEE'ICE OF THE LEGISI,ATIVE AT'DITOR, TO IIIT ,

l, Thedford L. Shankfin, cPA, Director of the Legislative

Post Audit Division, do hereby certify that the report of the audit

appended hereto was made under my direction and supervision, under

the provisions of the t{est Virginia Code, Chapter 12, Article 4'

Section L4, as amended, and that the same is a true and correct

aanrr aF <: i ,4 ranarl-

Given under my hand thls &
L999.

Copy forwarded to the Secretary of the Department of

Administration to be filed as a public record. Copies forwarded to

Lester Volunteer Fire Department; Governor; Attorney General-; State

Auditor; State Fire Marshal; Prosecuting Attorney' Raleigh County;

and, County CJ-erk, Raleigh County.

Th rd L. Shankfin, CPA, D.irector
Post Audit Division-1^+.i..^
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